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E ſhould not trouble the purchaſers 

of this little Volume with ſuch a 

uſcleſs thing as a Preface generally 

is, was it not neceſſary to ſay a few words 

with regard to the reaſons which induced us 

to publiſh theſe Lives, and to inform them 

of the method which we intend to purſue in 

perfecting a deſign we have of nnn 
fome more of them. 

Fables have always been thought: very 


proper for the inſtruction of youth; ren | 


dered ſo, by the morals which are generally 
couched under them; and for the moſt part, 
explained at the end. But if fables have 
been found efficacious in tutoring young 
minds to virtue, and warning them againſt 
vice; ſurely certain portions of hiſtory muſt | 


be much more ſo, treated and enforced in the 


ſame manner. 


- For 


ii PR EF EE. 


For beſides that the mind cannot be too 
early accuſtomed to the reception of truth, 
which is its natural nouriſhment, and there- 
fore muſt ever affect it moſt ſenſibly ; ; there 
will always be an ambiguity, and an air of 


„ trifling, attendant on fable, which hiſtory 
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muſt be free from. Not to mention the im- 
portant knowledge of events to be gathered 
from the latter, which enlightens the mind, 
while it improves the diſpoſition and under- 
ſtanding. 


We thought the lives of eminent perſons, 


whether men or women, properly epitomized, 
and conveyed in an eaſy familiar ſtile, with | 


ſuch moral reflections, at the ſame time an- 
nexed to each, as might ſerve to explain the 
ſeveral circumſtances, and render them pro- 
fitable examples, would be a very good im- 


provement upon the apologue or fable. 


We no ſooner conceived this deſign, than 


the ſcripture preſented itſelf to us; from 


whence we have accordingly extracted ſuch 
lives as afforded moſt room for obſervations 


and reflections, and at the ſame time caſt 


the ſtrongeſt light upon the ſeveral periods 
of 
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of ſacred hiſtory. We propoſe purſuing the 


ſame method through the hiſtory of other 
nations, as well as the Jewiſh, Heathen, 
and Chriſtian, ancient and modern. As we 
proceed, we ſhall have new matter for ob- 
ſervation, and an opportunity of furniſhing 
our young readers with the moſt wholeſome 
remarks on the actions of men and occur- 
rences of life; and ſhould we be encouraged 
to compleat our deſign, this collection of bio- 
graphy will, no doubt, be the moſt cheap, 
uſeful, and entertaining ſet of books that 
ever was put into the hands of a young 
perſon. 
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THE LIFE oF 
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NN N the one thouſand and flty-Geth 


1 * year of the creation, and about a 
1 2 N hundred years after the death of 


. E- X our firſt parent Adam, was born 3 


Noah ; famous not only for his 


virtue, piety, ind wiſdom, but for being the # 
* chief of thoſe in whoſe perſons God thought . 


1 proper to preſerve the race of mankind, 
= 8 at the time of the univerſal deluge. It was 


hgnjfes comforter, But, in order to give 
Vor. I. * our 


Fd 


revealed to his father, Lamech, at the birth 74 
of his fon, That he and his family ſhould _ 1 
be preſerved from the common deflrudtion ; "I'S 
and for this reaſon he called him Noah, which 
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our young readers a better inſight to the cha- 
racter of Noah, i it will not be amiſs to look a 


little back, into the occaſion, which brought 


on ſo terrible a revolution as the flood above 


mentioned. 
After the death of Adam, the family of 


his ſon Seth, in order to fulfill their father's 


will, who commanded them never to have 
communication with the deſcendants of Cain 


the firſt murderer ; removed from the plains, 


where they before dwelt, to the mountains ; 
and for ſome time lived in the fear of God: 
but, as the poſterity of Cain daily increaſed, 


which occaſioned them to ſpread, the children 


of Seth, notwithſtanding their Jate removal, 
ſoon became again their neighbours. and as 
evil company naturally corrupts good man- 
ners, ſo the example of the wicked family 


We for the Cainites practiſed all kinds of riot and 


prevailed over the good; and, 


by 3 the poſterity of Seth, loſt all no- 
tions of virtue and religion. 


Noah indeed, who was a member of the 


laſt, endeavoured, both by his council and 


authority, to bring them to a . reformation ; 
but all was to no purpoſe, and in one word, 
the whole race of mankind became ſhortly 
after ſo very criminal, that God's patience 


was in the end worn out, and he reſolved to 
_ deſtroy them, and all creatures made fo: their 


uſe. 5 


Such 
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Such was however the mercy of the crea- 
tor, that he condeſcended to give Noah a 
previous notice of his intention, and he pro- 
miſed not only to ſpare him, but, for his ſake, 
to protect his whole family ; and to this pur- 
poſe he gave him orders to build a kind of 
veſſel, not in the form of ſhips now in uſe, 
but rather inclining to the faſhion of a large 
cheſt, or ark; and, as ſoon as it was finiſhed, 
to pitch it both within and without. The 
length of this veſſel was four hundred and 
fifty feet, the breadth ſeventy- five feet, and the 
height forty- five feet: it conſiſted of three 
ſtories, and in every other reſpect was moſt 
admirably fitted for the uſe it was deſigned. 
While Noah was building the ark, vain 
was it for him to tell the reſt of the world, 
who laughed at his labour, to what purpoſe 
he was at work. But having finiſh'd it juſt 
ſeven days before the fatal ſentence was to be 
put in execution, God gave him inſtructions 
to take in both cattle, birds, and reptiles of 
all kinds, in ſuch proportion as he judged beſt 
for the future propagation of their ſpecies; 
and when that was ſetiled, Noah himſelf, be- 
ing then ſix hundred years old, retired with 
all his family, conſiſting of eight perſons, into 
the ark, and there occupied the ſeveral a- 
partments deſigned for them. 
It was now about the middle of September, 
and in a few days after the whole face of na- 
Sk B 2 "> re 
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ture began to wear a moſt diſmal aſpect; a | 
heavy rain poured from the clouds ; the earth 
was on a ſudden broke up, the waters enclo- 
ſed in the centre of it ruſhed out, and the ſea 
no longer keeping its bounds, overſpread eve- 
Ty place with a dreadful inundation. It was y 
too Jate for the unhappy inhabitants to per- 45 
ceive the approach of their deſerved fate, and | 
in vain did they ſeek out means for their pre- 
ſervation, The higheſt hills, the talleſt trees, , 
the ſtrongeſt towers, and the loftieſt moun- 
tains, alas ! afford them no rehef; for, as 

the waters ſwelled, and the waves came ruſh- 

ing on, theſe and every little refuge diſap- 
peared with the wretched objects of God's 
diſpleaſure. | 

For forty days and nights together did 
things remain in this deplorable ſituation, 

when as one friend is apt fo remember ano- 

ther's diſtreſs, ſo God reflecting upon Noah, 

and the poor remains of his creation, floating 

in the ark, cauſed a drying north wind to a- 

riſe. The rains and inundations inſtantly | 
ceaſed, and the flood abated fo faſt, that in a 
hort time after the ark ſtruck on a mountain, 
.and there reſted. 

Ibis happened in the beginning of May, 
when ſummer was approaching apace : but 
Noah wiſely conſidering, that although the 
mountains were bare, the valleys might ſtill 
be overflowed, waited forty days longer begs 
he 
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he attempted any farthes diſcovery ; and then 


opening a window, he let go a raven, as fup- 
poſing that the ſmell of the drowned bodies 
might allure him to fly at a conſiderable di- 
ſtance from the veſſel. But here he was de- 


ceived ; for the raven, after ſeveral unſuc- 


ceſsful flights, finding nothing but water, re- 
turned to her old habitation again. Seven 
days after this, he let fly a dove, a bird of a 
ſtrong pinion, and from the remoteſt places 
always accuſtomed to come home, and there- 
fore proper to make further diſcoveries. But 
ſhe finding nothing but water likewiſe, im- 
mediately returned to the ark, and was taken 
in. Aſter this he waited ſeven days more, 


and then ſent her forth again; and ſhe in the 


evening brought in her mouth an olive- 


branch, the emblem of peace, and the joyful 


token to Noah that the waters were much a- 
bated. After ſeven days more he made a 
third trial; but ſhe finding the waters gone, 
and the earth dry, returned no more. Noah 
upon this was thinking to uncover the roof, 
and to depart out of the ark himſelf ; but the 
pious regard to God's providence and direc- 
tions in all things occaſion'd him to wait five 
and fifty days longer, and then he received 

orders for him and his family to quit the 
veſſel, and at the ſame time to take particular 


care, that every other creature ſhould be 
brought forth with him. 9 


B 3 © Thus 
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Thus ended Noah's long and melancholy 
confinement, which, by a due computation | 
from the time of his going into the ark, to 

that of his coming out, was exactly the ſpace : 
of a ſolar year. As ſoon as Noah and his 
family were landed, and all the creatures 
committed to his charge were come fafe out 
of the ark, he ſelected ſome of 2 f kind, | 
both beaſts and birds, but ſuch on! y as were 
clean, and, by God's appointment, proper 
for ſacrifice ; ; and having built the firſt altar 
that we read of, he reſtored the ancient rite 
of divine ſervice: and offered burnt ſacrifice 
thereon. And this he did with fo grateſul a 
ſenſe of God's goodneſs, and fo reverential a 
fear of the divine majeſty, as procured him a 

, gracious acceptance; and in teſtimony of 
that acceptance, ſeveral grants and promiſes. 

God's promiſes were, that, tho' mankind | 
were naturally wicked, and apt to go aſtray, 9 
yet, be their iniquities ever ſo great, he would 
not any more deſtroy the earth by a general 

deluge, or diſturb the order of nature ; ; and, 
in confirmation of this, he appointed the rain- 
bow for a token, which, (whether it uſed to 
appear before the flood or no) was now to be 
a ratification of the truth of his promiſe, and 
his faithful witnefs in heaven, The grants 
which God gave Noah and his ſons were, not 
only the ſame dominion, which our firſt pa- 
rent before the fall, had over the animal cre- 
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wiſe to kill any of theſe creatures for food; 


Natural curioſity might tempt him to taſte 


it, ſo it happened, that, drinking a little too 
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ation; a full power to keep them in ſub- 
miſſion and ſubjection; but a privilege like- 


only with this reſtriction, that they were not 
to put them to unneceſſary cruelty, or to eat 
any part of their blood, which might be a 
means to introduce the ſhedding of human 
blood; and with theſe grants and promiſes he 
gave them encouragement (as he did our 
firſt progenitors) to be fruitful, and multiply, 
and repleniſh the earth, which was now al- 
moſt left deſtitute of inhabitants. 

But though the deluge might deprive the 
world of its inhabitants, it had not ſo totally 
deſtroyed the trees, plants, and other vegeta- 
bles, but that they ſoon began to appear a- 
gain, and, nouriſhed by the kindly warmth of 
the ſun, diſcovered their ſeveral ſpecies by the 
ſeveral fruits they bore. Noah, before the 
flood, had applied himſelf to huſbandry, and 
now, upon the recovery of the earth again, 
betook himſelf to the ſame occupation. A- 
mong his other improvements of the ground, 
he had planted a vineyard, and perhaps was 
the firſt man who invented a preſs to ſqueeze 
the juice out of the grape, and ſo make wine. 


the fruit of his own labour; but being either 
unacquainted with the ſtrength of this liquor, 
or through age and infirmity unable ta bear 


freely, 
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freely, he became quite intoxicated with it, 
and falling afleep in his tent, Jay with his bo- 
dy uncovered, and in a very indecent poſture 
was expoſed to the eyes of his children. 
Ham, who eſpy'd his father in this condi- 
tion, inſtead of concealing his weakneſs, pro- 
claimed it aloud, and to his other two bro- 
thers, Shem and Japhet, made him the ſub- 
ject of his ſcorn and deriſion. But fo far 
were they from being pleaſed with his beha- 
viour in this reſpect, that taking a garment, 
and laying it upon both their ſhoulders, they 
went backward, till coming to their father, 
they dropt it upon him, and ſo covered the 
nakedneſs their pious modeſty would not ſuf- 
fer them to behold. 

Nor is it improbable, that, to prevent the 
like indecency, they watched him during the 
remaining time of his ſleep, and might poſſi- 
bly, upon his awaking, acquaint him with 
what had happened : whereupon, perceiving 
how unworthily his ſon Ham had uſed him, 
he curſed the race in the perſon of Canaan 
his grandſon ; and reflecting on the reſpect- 
ful behaviour of his other two ſons, he re- 
warded their pious care with each one a bleſ- 
ſing, which in proceſs of time were fulfilled 
in their poſterity. 

Noah lived three hundred and fifty years 
after the deluge, .in all nine hundred and 
| fifty; and, if we will believe the tradition of 

| the 
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the orientals, he was buried in Meſopotamia, 


where, not far from a religious foundation, 


called The Monaſtery of our Father, they 


ſhew us, in a caſtle, a large ſepulchre, which, 
they ſay, belonged to him. But as for the 
common opinion of his dividing the world 
among his ſons before his death, giving to 
Shem Aſia; to Ham Africa; and to Japhet 


Europe; there is no manner of foundation 


for it either in ſcripture or traditions. 
EAAACCCANAVPENDEREVEAAPEADREVEREER® 


REFLECTION. 


8 8 H E life of the patriarch Noah is full of 


many ſtriking and excellent examples, 


which, if properly explained and attended to, 


cannot fail of having the moſt wholeſome in- 
fluence on the minds and manners of eve 
one. The flood itſelf indeed, if we conſider 


it as we ſhould do, will affect us in a ver 
particular manner; tho' I am ſorry to ſay, 


that ſome wicked and conceited men have ra- 
ther buſied themſelves in cavils about that 
terrible event, than in turning it to the uſe 


they ſhould have made of it. Theſe ſhallow w- 
creatures in particular cannot conceive how 


| Noah could conſtruct a building, ſ ſuchas theark 


Was, 


__— — — — 
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was, ſpacious enough to contain the number 


of animals the ſcripture tells us he received 


into it. But, without making any allowance 
for an almighty power, which could enable 
him to do any thing, this matter ſcarcely 
comes under the head of ſvrpriſt'os, It 15 
true, at firſt hearing, the multitude of crea- 


tures Noah took into the ark, ſeem immenſe; 


'but when we know that there are not more 
than a hundred forts of beaſts, and ſcarce two 
hundred of birds in the whole creation, we 
ſhall ſmile at the doubts of theſe pretenders 


to reaſon. Thus he that looks upon the 


ſtars, as they are confuſedly ſcattered up and 
down the heayens, may think them innume- 
rable; yet we are affured by aſtronomers, 


from the beſt obſervations, that there are not 


many more than a thouſand in all, of which 
never above five hundred can be ſeen from 
any one ſpot of this globe. But let us reflect 
on the flood in a different light: let us regard 
it as the juſt judgment of God on a wicked 
and degenerate race; of that God who never 


fails to puniſh iniquity with ſeverity ; and let 


this fearful example aſſure us, that as one 
time he thought proper to viſit the fins of the 


whole earth, by deftroying all its inhabitants, 
ſo he will not fail in a degree always to pu- 


niſh the crimes of individuals in a manner 


equally exemplary ; and let this fix us in a 
determination to walk in the ways of virtue, 


In 
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in which alone we can avoid meeting the ter- 
rors of danger, and falling into the pit of 
deſtruction. Noah we ſee by a conduct like 
this, not only preſerves himfelf, but all who 
belonged to him, in that tremendo:!s hour 
when the iniquities of man were ſo univerſal, 
that had not the mercy and juſtice of God 
been {till greater, he might eaſily have over- 
looked the few, very few ſound perſons that 
were diſperſed in ſuch a fink of corruption. 
But never will he confound the innocent 
with the guilty ; and we may reſt ſatis- 
fied, that, if we are good, there. is no cala- 
mity, be it ever fo general, from which 
we may not hope to be exempted. Nay, if 
the worthy and religious were unavle, as in- 
ſtruments under God, to help themſelves, we 
need not even deſpair of the viſible inteference 
of the Almighty to ſave and aſſiſt them. _ 
We have ſeen Noah in a wonderful man- 
ner preſerved in the ark ; we have feen him, 
and all thoſe under his protection, freed from 
that confinement, and placed again upon the 
earth to people it after the deſtruction of its 
former unworthy inhabitants ; yet ſuch is the 
inflexible juſtice of God in making an exam- | 
ple of vice, and ſo cautious ought mankind to 
be in all circumſtances, and at all ſeaſons, of 
offending him in the ſmalleſt particular, that 
at this very time, when the patriarch himſelf 
Was receiving diſtinguiſbed marks of his 
5 favour, 
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favour, and the number of his poſterity were 
ſo very few, he would not let the irregu- 
larities of the one, or the crimes of the other, 
eſcape without the ſevereſt ſtrictures. 

In the life of Noah you have heard he was 
inconſiderate enough to drink to excels, 
T his indeed is a vice of the moſt odious kind, 
and not only as it debaſes the nature of man, 
in reducing his underſtanding to a rank infi- 
nitely inferior to that of the beaſts ; but as it 


leaves him expoſed to the commiſſion of in- 
decencies and immoralities which beaſts are 


incapable of. Thus Noah, when he came to 
himſelf, had the ſhame and mortification to 


find that, while he was drunk, he had been 


expoſed in a moſt unſeemly poſture before his 
children: well had it been indeed if no worſe 


conſequence had followed it. But one of his 


ſons, either through weakneſs or wickedneſs, 


made a mock of the ſituation he found his 


father in; and he enraged at ſuch undutiful 
treatment, curſed him and his children, 


while the pious youths who diſapproved of the 


behaviour of their brother, and with the ut- 
moſt reverence covered their father as he lay, 
was rewarded with as ample a bleſſing. An 
excellent leſſon both to parents and children, 


that as the former ſhould always take care to 
_ preſerve ſuch a rectitude and dignity as ſhould 


never encourage their children to loſe their 
reſpect for them ; ſo the latter, to whatever 
7 55 | TO {tate 
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4 ſtate their parents ſhould be reduced, ſhould 
7 always conſider what both the laws of God 
| and man require at their hands towards the 
5 authors of their being ; leſt they incur the 
4 cenſure of the one, and judgment of the 
'q other. | | EL 
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* F$% KBRAHAM, the great head and 
& A * founder of the Jewiſh nation, was 
% the ſon of Perah; born in the one 

& KK yf thouſand nine hundred and forty- 
eighth year of the world; and two 

hundred and ninety-two years after the de- 
Juge, when idolatry began again to raiſe up 
its head, and ſpread like a contagion over the 
corrupted world. But God being willing to 
ſelect a particular people out of the reſt of 
mankind, and in them to eſtabliſh his church; 
he ordered Terah to leave the place of his 
then habitation, which was already tainted 


with moſt abominable pollutions, and remove 
with his family into a diſtant country, which 


he accordingly intended to do ; but fallin 


fick, during his progreſs, in the hundred and 


forty-fifth year of his age, he reſigned his 
breath. SE oe 
Now, after the demiſe of his father Terah, 


Abraham, by God's peculiar appointment, 
was ordered to retire ſtill farther into a coun- 


try, 
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try, to which the holy fpirit ſhould conduct 
him; and at the ſame time the Aimighty 
gave him the ſtrongeſt aſſurance, that th 

would bleſs, protect, and multiply his poſte 

rity in an extraordinary manner; and Aber 

ham, fully perſuaded of the truth of theſe pro- 
miſes, took his wife, his houſhold, and all 
his effects, and purſued his journey, ignorant 
of his way, till, by divine guidance, he came 
into the land of anaan ; where he remained 
{ome time, and erected an altar, in order to 
pay his devotions to God; who, pleaſed with 
his pious behaviour, appeared to him again, 
and gave him freſh aſſurances, that the whole 
land, where he then dwelt, ſhould be the 
portion of his poſterity. _ 5 
From hence he removed into the 1 moun- 
tainous country, where he alſo built a place 
for divine worſhip; and indeed he paſſed 
thro' no countries without leaving theſe par- 
ticular inſtances of his piety. But as he was 
travelling farther to the ſouth, a terrible fa- 
mine obliged him to alter his courſe, and 
haſten into Egypt, the only place for provi- 
ſion, in ſuch like exigencies. As he came 
to the confines of this kingdom, he be- 
= to be a little uneaſy upon the account of 
his wiſe; who, tho? ſhe had paſſed the ſixty- 
fifth year of her age, retained ſtill beauty 
though to endanger the life of a man that 
| ſhould paſs for her huſband in that country; 
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and therefore, concluding it would be the 
faieft way to conceal his marriage, he took 
an opportunity to acquaint her with his fears, 


and, after ſome {mall entreaty, prevailed with 


her, in all places where they came, to go un- 
der the notion of his ſiſter. 

They had not been long in Egypt before 
Abraham's fears were found to be true: his 
wife's charms wrought their uſual effects, 
and her beauty ſoon became the common to- 
pic of the converſation. It reached the 


court, and the high commendations every 


one gave the king of it, raiſed his curioſity 


to ſee this amiable ſtranger. Immediately 


therefore was ſhe brought to the palace, and 
taken into the king's apartment, as deſigned 
for one of his royal concubines; while her 


- pretended brother was treated with uncom- 


mon civility for her ſake, and never diſmiſſed 


without ſome ſignal inſtance of the royal 


favour. . 
While matters were in this dangerous ſi- 


tuation, the providence of God interpoſed in 
her behalf; and, to deter Pharaoh and his 


nables from any diſhonorable attempt upon 
her virtue, infected them with ſuch plagues, 
as made them not inſenſible upon whoſe ac- 


count it was they ſuffered. They diſcovered 
their miſtake, and the king calling for Abra- 


ham, expoſtulated with him on the evil con- 


wade atone EE 
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11-concerted method he had taken ; and, af- 
ter ſome ſevere reprimands on the occaſion, 
returned him his wife, giving, at the ſame 
time, orders, that they ſhould depart the 
kingdom without the leaſt moleſtation, either 
to their perſons or poſſeſſions. | 
Abraham immediately upon this, under- 
{tanding that the famine was ceaſed in Ca- 
naan, returned thither, and here in a ſhort 
time contracted an acquaintance with three 
of the greateſt men in his neighbourhood ; 
an alliance which proved extremely ſervicea- 
ble to him, but more particularly upon the 


following occaſion. 


Abraham's preſent reſidence was not any 
great diſtance from the plains of Sodom and 


| Gomorrah ; and there was a king in the ſame 


diſtri, called Cherdorlaomer, who held five 
petty kings in a tributary ſubjection to him 
for ſome years, of which number the king of 
Sodom was one : but about this time they 


ſhook off their yoke, and confederating a- 


gainſt him, it provoked his pride ſo, that in 


conjunction with three other kings of his 
allies, he marched a powerful army againſt 
them, and fighting a battle, the five kings 


were put to rout; their army cut to pieces, 
and their cities left a prey to the conqueror. 


Lot, a nephew of Abraham's, who at this 


time reſided at Sodom, was of courſe involved 


in the calamity of the city; was plundered 
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of all he had, and himſelf led away among 
the reſt of the captives. As ſoon as Abra- 
ham had intelligence of this misfortune, by 
an expreſs Meſſenger, he implored the aſ- 
ſiſtance of his three friends; putting him- 
ſelf at the head of his own domeſtics, be- 
gan the purſuit ; and coming up with the 
enemy, by dividing his forces into ſmall par- 
ties, and attacking them on all ſides, he put 


them into ſuch a terror and conſternation, 


that they immediately fled, leaving all their 


booty and captives behind them; among 


whom he happily recovered Lot, and brought 

him back, with all his ſubſtance, to his for- 

mer habitation. STE ons Re — 
The firſt perſon who came to congratulate 


Abraham upon his victory was the king of 


Sodom, Who, in thankful acknowledgment 
for the benefit he had received ſrom his va- 
lour, offered him all the booty he had re- 
taken, and deſired only his ſubjects, the pri- 


ſloners, to be reſtored. But Abraham, too 
generous to take advantage of the miſeries of 


war, reſerving to the confederates ſuch a 
proportion of the plunder as by the law of 


arms belonged to them, returned all the reſt, 


both goods and priſoners, to the lately-di- 
ſtreſſed monarch. 


Abraham's deportment upon this occaſion 
was ſo very acceptable to God, that he was 


pleaſed, in another viſion, to give him freſh 
. aſſurances 
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aſſurances of his ſpecial favour, and to pro- 
miſe him the peculiar bleſſing of a ſon; that 
ſhould iſſue from his own loins, and be the 
glorious predeceſſor of a numerous race, Ten 
ears had Sarah now expected the perform- 
ance of God's promiſe, and judging, by the 
courſe of nature, it could never be Faelle in 
her, ſhe prevailed with him to take his hand- 
maid Hagar to be his ſecondary wife; not 


without hope, that, ſhould her maid con- 


ceive by her huſband, the child would be re- 
puted hers, and her houſe be eſtablithed in 
the completion of the divine promiſe. 

It was not long before Hagar accordingly 
did conceive : but forgetting her former con- 
dition of life, and reflecting only on the ho- 
nour ſhe had received, ſhe behaved in ſo in- 
ſolent and indiſcreet a manner towards her 
miſtreſs, that Sarah, diſdaining this uſage 


from her ſlave, complained to her huſband, 


who, willing to make her eaſy, and withal 
to diſcountenance any diſreſpectful carriage 
towards her, permitted her to treat her juſt 
as ſhe pleaſed. This licence gave Sarah an 


opportunity of expreſſing her reſentment with 


too much ſeverity, which the other not able 
to bear, ſtole from her maſter's houſe, and 


wandering towards her own country, which 


was Egypt, was, as ſhe was refreſhing by a a 
fountain, accoſted by an angel, who pre- 


vailed on her (after aſſuring her of a child, 


who 


the third, continuing with Abraham, began 
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who ſhould be the head of a numerous race) 
to return to her miſtreſs, and ſubmit to her 
pleaſure. . 

At the birth of Iſhmael (the ſon of Hagar) 
Abraham was in his eighty-fixth year ; and 
leſt he ſhould, in the exceſs of his joy, miſ- 
take this child for the promiſed one, God re- 
newed his covenant with him, inſtituted the 
rite of circumciſion, and, to compleat his 
happineſs, aſſured him, that his wife Sarah 
ſhould bear him a fon, within the compaſls 
of a year, in which ſhould center the full 
completion of his former promiſes. At the 
end of the viſion he betook himſelf (according 
to the divine command) to the circumciſing 
of himſelf, his ſon, and all the males in his 
family, which ordinance is till preſerved a- 
mong the Hebrews to this day. 

It was about this time, that Abraham, ſit- 
ting at the door of his tent, was addreſſed b 
three perſons, whom he took to be travellers; 


and, after having civilly invited them in, 


ſpread a table for them under the covert of a 
ſhady oak, where they dined ; after which 
theſe three heavenly gueſts (for theſe ſeeming 


gh travellers were really angels) riſing up to 


proceed on their journey, Abraham ver 


courteouſly attended them ſome part of the 


way. Their road lay towards Sodom, whi- 
ther two of them advanced with haſte ; but 
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to reveal a moſt dreadful ſecret, viz. That 
the iniquity of Sodom, and the other neigh- 
bouring cities, was arrived at that prodigious 
height, that he was now going down with 
an intent to deſtroy them, if, upon enquiry, 
he found their abominations equal to the re- 
port of them. The goodneſs of God in con- 
deſcending to communicate his deſign to 
Abraham, encouraged him to make inter- 
ceſhon for the wicked inhabitants of thoſe 
cities, which he managed fo well as to bring 
the angel at laſt to a conceſſion, that if even 
ten 10 perſons could be found in Sodom, he 
would not deſtroy it; and with this condi- 


: tional promiſe he left Abraham. 


But theſe wicked Cities, notwithſtanding 
this gentle reſolution in their favour, coming 
far | Fw of the ſtipulated number of good 
men, were that very night deſtroyed by fire 
from heaven ; ſo that when Abraham, the 


next morning, looked towards the country, 


he ſaw it all in ſmoke; after which he re- 
tired to a city belonging to the Philiſtines, 
where the ſame adventure happened to him 
that he had met with in Egypt, viz. The 
wy falling in love with his wife Sarah; and 
e here likewiſe paſſed for his ſiſter, ſhe 
2 certainly have been taken to the royal 
bed, had not God miraculouſly interpoſed; 


in conſequen ce of which Abraham was again 


admoniſhed againſt paſſing his wife for his 


fiſter, 
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ſiſter, received ſeveral handſome preſents from 
the mona!ch, and became upon very friendly 
terms with him. | 
But the year being now paſſed, and the 
time appointed come, Sarah bro-ght forth 
a ſon, whom Abraham, according to the di- 
vine direction, called Iſaac, and circumciſed 
him the eighth day. They were now at the 
height of their happineſs : Sarah ſuckled the 
child herſelf, and weaned him at the uſual 
time. Abraham made a great feaſt upon the 
occaſion; but in the midſt of their feſtivity, 
Sarah perceiving that Iſhmael (her huſband's 
fon by her maid) treated: her child with con- 
tempt, was ſo-enraged, that ſhe never ceaſed 
importuning her huſband to turn both mo- 
ther and ſon out of doors. Tis true, Abra- 
ham loved the boy, and was loth to part with 
him: however, God confirming what Sarah 
had requeſted, and moreover promiſing to 
make Iſhmael] the father of a great nation, he 
was at length prevailed upon, and Hagar 
with the lad, then about nine years old, were 
ſent away into the wilderneſs. 02 
Now Abraham having planted a grove for 
a place of religious 8 and built an al- 
tar, continued his daily ſupplications to the 
divine majeſty, when that power, whoſe wif- 
dom is not to be fathomed, was determined to 
make one trial more of his ſervant's faith and 
fidelity, and a ſevere one it was. God had 
5 ordered 
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ordered him to withdraw his protection from 
Iſhmael ; but at the ſame time promiſed, that 
Iſaac ſhould enjoy all -that happineſs. which 
he had foretold to. Abraham's poſterity, and 
to be the progenitor of a numerous race. 
However he was now pleaſed to require him 
with his own hands to deſtroy this his ſon, 
his only ſon Iſaac; a cruel injunction : but 
Abraham never ſtayed to expoſtulate, but on 
the contrary, the very next morning, . 
out ſaying a word to any of his family, got 
all things ready, and leaving God to fulfil 
his own promiſes, reſolves to obey him. 
Taking therefore his ſon. Iſaac with him, 
with proviſions and inſtruments proper for the 
ſacrifice, he arrived at the place which God 
had appointed for that dreadful ſcene. Here, 
without betraying the leaſt ſign of grief or 
concern for the horrid deed he was about to 
execute, he begins the preparations. 'The 
ſon, on. the. other hand, perceiving nothing 
proper for a victim, could not-forbear aſking 
his father where it was? Such a queſtion, 
and at ſuch a time, was ſufficient to have 
ſtaggered any heart leſs firm than that of A- 
braham, who only anſwered calmly, That 
God would provide himſelf with one, little 
thinking how prophetically he ſpoke; for he 
had no ſooner bound his ſon upon the wood, 
and ftretched out his hand to give 'the fatal 


blow, but God was pleaſed to ſtop him ſhort 
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by a voice from heaven, declaring, however, 
a ſatisfaction in this laſt teſt of his obedience. 
Surprized at the voice, Abraham turned 
about to ſee whence it came ; and ſpying a 
ram caught by his horns, he immediatel 
ſeized it, and offered it up inſtead of his ſon. 
This tranſaction had not been long over, 
when Sarah, Abraham's wife, died in the one 
hundred and twenty-feventh year, and was 
buried in a piece of ground purchaſed by him 
on purpoſe ; after he had mourned for her, 
according to the cuſtom of the country. 

But by this time Abraham was well ad- 
vanced in years; and being deſirous to ſee 
his ſon Iſaac married and ſettled in the world, 
before he died, he ordered Eliazar, the ftew- 
ard of his houſhold, to procure his ſon a wife 

of his own kindred, and, for that purpoſe, 
ſent him into Meſopotamia, with full inftruc- 
tions, and a train ſuitable to ſuch an embaſly. 
'Eliazar, after a proſperous journey, acquitted 
himſelf in all things according to his maſter's 
pleaſure. He opened to his relations the oc- 
caſion of his coming, and having delivered 
his credentials, demanded immediately their 
politive anſwer, whether they would give 
him the beautiful virgin Rebecca, whom, by 


'a mark from heaven, he pitched upon for the 
wife of Iſaac, to carry back with him. The 
hand of providence was plainly in the affair, 
and therefore they, without farther heſitation, 

by gn con- 


they became, in time, 
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conſented ; when Eliezar, impatient to ac- 
quaint Abraham with the joyful tidings, de- 
fred to be diſmiſſed, which, tho' with ſome 
reluctance, was granted; ſo, after the uſual 
bleſſings on theſe occaſions, taking Rebecta, 
with proper ſervants to attend her, he conveyed 


his fair charge to his maſter's houſe, where 


Iſaac, charmed with her appearance, not long 


after married her. 
After this happy marriage of his fon, A- 
braham, ſtill finding himſelf ſtrong enough 


to make a new addition to his family, took 


another wife, whoſe name was Keturah, by 
whom he had fix ſons. But left they ſhould 
interfere with Ifaac, as they grew up, he por- 
tioned them off, and ſent them away towards 
the eaſt, where, _ in Arabia and Syria, 
jeads of different na- 
ttons. | 1 
This is the ſubſtance of what we find re- 
lated of the great patriarch Abraham: and at 
length, laden with honours, and worn out 
with age, after he had lived the ſpace of one 
hundred and twenty-five years, he took leave 
of the world; and by his two ſons, Iſhmael 
and Iſaac, was buried in the ſame vault, 
where, above forty years before, he had repo- 
fited the remains of his beloved wife Sarah, 
leaving a name famous to all poſterity behind 


\ 
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REFLECTION. 
O N E great error in thoſe who have en- 


deavoured to vindicate the holy ſcrip- 
tures is the being unwilling to ſuppoſe any 
faults in the lives of the ancient patriarchs. 
Their opinion is, That the holy ſpirit has 
preſcribed them, as examples, every way 
worthy of our imitation; whereas the ſerip- 
tures mean no ſuch thing. Their purpoſe is 


to repreſent mankind, as they really are, 
cloathed with infirmities, and beſet with 


temptations to ſin; and it is a glorious evi- 
dence of their truth, that we find the faults 
of ſome of their greateſt worthies ſet in a 
true light, without any extenuation or ex- 


cuſe. Abraham, in the age wherein he lived, 


was certainly accounted a man of great piety 
and worth ; but notwithſtanding this, it muſt 


be ackno; wiedged, that in the inſtance of his 
denying his wiſe Sarah, when he faid ſhe 


was his ſiſter, he was. guilty of a manifeſt 
diſſimulation at leaſt, if not of telling a direct 
lie; either of Which crimes, were it poſfible 
for them to be committed by an angel from 


| heaven, We ſhould deteſt and avoid as the 
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worſt of evils. Indeed if perſons tolerate 
themſelyes in ever ſo ſmall a deviation from the 
truth, they are not at members of ſociety; as 
they do what in them lies to deſtroy all faith 
and dependance' among men. Truth may 
be blamed, but it can' never be ſhamed, is a 
vulgar, but very juſt proverb ; and when we 
hear of the two kings ſharply reproving Abra- 
ham for his falſhood, we ſhould regard it as 
the voice of God, admonithing from the 
mouth of an heathen, as the moſt effectual 


method to ſhame him into his duty. In the 


like manner there are many other circum- 
ſtances in the patriarch Abraham's life, which 
we are not to look upon as patterns given us 
to copy. His taking his maid Hagar, for exam- 
ple, for a concubine; and his afterwards turn» 
ing her and her child out of doors, at his 
wife's defire; were, in regard to the early age 
he lived in, and the immediate direction of 
God which he was under, in him no crimes. 
Though we may obſerve, that the divine fa- 
vour was beſtowed on the concubine and her 
ſon, in a manner very ſhort of what was ex- 
perienced by Abraham's lawful iſſue: But 
ſuch a conduct in any man at this day would 
be a moſt heinous breach of all laws; adul- 
tery, exaggerated by cruelty and injuſtice ; 
and even the offering up of his ſon [ſaac as 
a ſacrifice, which makes perhaps one of the 
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| moſt ſhining parts of this patriarch's charac- 


ter, ſhould only ſerve as an example to re- 


commend to us an implicit obedience to the 


word of God. But fo vile an action as mur- 
der could never be pleaſing to God, who has 
not only warned us from it, but in a parti- 


cular manner recommended to us a tender- 


neſs for the lives of all creatures ; and even 
thoſe which we are permitted to make uſe 


of as food, we are expreſsly commanded not 


to put to any unneceſſary torture. Nor 
was God's commands to Abraham to ſacri- 


fice his ſon any thing more than a tryal of 


his faith; as we ſee he had taken care to 
provide himſelf a proper offering. We are 
therefore to ſquare our behaviour to Abra- 


ham's in this particular, thus: we are to 
deny ourſelves our moſt favourite enjoyments, 


if contrary to God's holy will and command, 
and to do every thing, however contrary to 
our own will and inclinations, which his 
word ſeems to imply. 

But nothing in Abraham's character is fo 


conſpicuous, as the 78 reſpect he paid to 
the public worſhip o 


his intentions, was the great means of 


drawing down a bleſſing upon himſelf and 
upon his poſterity for many ages after him. 


Let our young readers therefore be taught 15 
| | " the 


God; which, next to 
the purity of his heart, and the rectitude of 


— — 
— 


3 . II 
* a . PR Ly, 


rae LIFE or ABRAHAM. 29 


the foregoing life, that a frequent atten- 


dance upon divine worſhip, and a fervency 
of devotion there; together with a ſteady ad- 
herence to the principles of religion in all 
things, is the ſureſt method of quiet here, 
and happineſs hereafter. 
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NANA OS EPE, the fon of Jacob, and 
Y 7 8 great grandſon of Abraham, was 
| born 1n the year of the world two 

> # thouſand two hundred and ſeven- 
ty, or thereabouts ; and on ac- 
count of his excellent diſpoſition, was equally 
the delight of his creator and his pa.ents. 
He had indeed been always, in a very parti- 
cular manner, the favourite of his mother 
Rachael; and it ſeems to have been partly 
in regard to her memory, (for ſhe was now 


dead) that his father diſtinguiſhed him, by 
giving him richer cloaths than he did the reſt 


of his children. However, this diſtinction 
was ſo far attended with bad conſequences to 
poor Joſeph, that it made his brothers hate 
him. They alſo looked upon him as a ſpy, 


becauſe he had told their father of their miſ- 


behaviour, when out of his preſence. But 


what was ſtill a higher aggravation, he open- 
Jy, and perhaps with a ſecret pride too, re- 


lated 
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lated to them two particular dreams of his 


own, which portended his future advance- 


ment over them ; and raiſed their reſentment 
to ſuch a height, that they reſolved at laſt to 
deſtroy him, and only waited for a convenient 
opportunity. | 

It happened, ſhortly after this, that Jo- 
ſeph's brothers were keeping their flocks at a 
conſiderable diſtance from home; when their 
father, not having heard from them for ſome 
time, ſent Joſeph to find them out, and 


know how they did. This accident gave 


them an opportunity to put their malicious 
deſigns in execution; and he had certainl 

fell a victim to their fury, had not Reuben, 
who was the eldeſt, interpoſed, and diſſuading 
them from imbruing their hands in his blood, 
adviſed rather to throw him into the next 
pit, with a deſign himſelf afterwards to draw 
him privately out, and convey him ſafe home 
to his father. Reuben's advice was ap- 
proved; and therefore, as ſoon as Joſeh came 
up to them, they immediately ſeized him, 
pulled off his fine coat, and threw him into 
a hole; and, without the leaſt remorſe, ſat 
down to eat and drink. As they were thus 


regaling themſelves, a company of merchants 
advanced towards them, which they obſerv- 


ing, ran inſtantly and drew up Joſeph, and, 
for a trifling ſum, ſold their unhappy-brother 


to theſe traders. | Reuben not being: preſent 
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when this was done, came ſoon after to the 
pit; but how great was his diſtraction at 


miſſing Joſeph ! He returned to his brothers, 


who, to pacify his grief, were under a neceſ- 
ſity of informing him what they had done; 
and he finding his deſpair was vain, and wil- 
ling to make the beſt of the misfortune, en- 
tered into a {ſcheme they had formed, to de- 
Jude their father. 0 | 
Now as the merchants were going into 
Egypt, they carried Joſeph with them di- 
rectly to court; where they ſoon diſpoſed of 
him, at an advanced price, to Potiphar, a 
captain of Pharaoh's guards. | 
Joſeph was at this time in the bloom of 
his youth; and from his admiſſion into Po- 
tiphar's family, gave ſuch extraordinary proofs 
of his diligence and abilities, as ſoon attract- 
ed the attention of his maſter ; and, in the end, 
raiſed him to the chief poſt in the family. In 
this condition Joſeph lived very happy, when 
an adventure ſomewhat ſingular interrupted 
his preſent enjoyments. As his place in the 
family gave him frequent acceſs to his miſ- 
treſs; the could not behold the great wauy 
of his perſon without conceiving the mo 
irregular paſſion for him. She gave him ſe- 
veral indications of her èſteem; but Joſeph, 


blind to her ſigns, and deaf to her inſinua- 
ting ſpeeches; -atiJaſt provoked her to break 
| through: all! reſtraint, and infringing the 
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virtuous rules of her ſex, attacked him in ſuch. 
a manner, as left him no room to doubt of 
her vicious intentions. But inſtead of com- 
pliance with her wiſhes, and ardent returns 
of her love, ſhe found herſelf unexpectedly 
repulied, and ſeverely reprimanded for her 
looſe and diſloyal behaviour. Flattering her- 
ſelf, however, that another opportunity 
might prove more favourable, ſhe at laſt laid 
bold on one, when all the family were 
abroad, and accoſted him in ſo violent and 
pailionate a manner, as left him reaſon to 
think ſhe would bear no denial. In vain did 
he expoſtulate ; virtue had no charms for 
her; tor ſhe, inflamed by his reſiſtance, and 
abandoned to all modeſty, without the leaſt 
reſerve, ſeized upon his cloak, and with ma- 
ny intreaties preſſed him ſtrongly to lie with 
| her, and drove him at laſt to the neceſſity 
of quitting her abruptly ; for leaving his 
cloak in her hand, he ſlipped from her em- 
braces, and fled from her preſence. Enra 
at this ſlight, hatred ſucceeded love; and no- 
thing now would content her ſoul, but his 
immediate ruin: to accompliſh which ſhe 
inſtantly ſet up ſo horrid an outcry, as pre- 
ſently * all that were within hearing 
together; when ſhewing them Joſeph's cloak, 
and pretending he had taken it off, in order 
to force her; ſhe told them, he made 
ſuch furious attempts upon her virtue, that 
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nothing but her loud ſhrieks could poſſibly 
have ſaved her. By the time Potiphar 
returned, ſhe had dreſſed up fo plauſible a 
ſtory, and expreſſed the pretended indignity 
put upon her with ſuch an air of reſentment, 
that the too credulous huſband, little ſuſpect- 
ing the treachery of his lewd conſort, and 
ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed with the circumſtance of 
the cloak, delivered up the virtuous Joſeph a 
victim to her fury, and gave immediate or- 
ders for throwing this faithful ſervant into 
the king's priſon. | 
But Joſeph had not been long there, before 
his extraordinary virtue and wiſdom began to 
appear, and occaſioned the keeper to be as in- 
dulgent to him as his former maſter. He had 
a peculiar talent from heaven of interpreting 
dreams; and having happily explained ſome 
to a couple of his fellow priſoners of great 
rank ; the king, about two years after, having 
a very remarkable one, which gave him no 
ſmall uneaſineſs, Joſeph was, by inſtigation 
of one of the courtiers, (then at large) 


brought forth from the priſon ; and being 


come before Pharaoh, heard the dreams, and 
was ordered to expound them. The dreams, 
by Joſeph's interpretation, denoted a ſeven 
years plenty, ſucceeded by a ſeven years fa- 
mine; which gave the monarch ſo high an 
idea of his wiſdom, that he condeſcended to 


alk his advice, how he ſhould manage in 


thoſe 
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thoſe extraordinary times. . Joſeph, without 
the leaſt heſitation, modeſtly adviſed the king 
to take advantage of the firſt ſeven years, by 
filling his ſtorehouſes and granaries, as repo- 
ſitories for the laſt. This ſcheme was alſo 
highly approved, and put into immediate ex- 
ecution : And as every thing came to paſs 
Juſt as Joſeph had foretold it, he was after- 
wards made ſteward of all .thg king's houſe- 
hold, and manager, under Phfraoh, over the 
whole kingdom of Egypt. In conſequence. 
of this, Joſeph took a progreſs. through the 
provinces, built granaries, appointed proper 
officers in every place; and in ſhort ordered 
all things with ſuch prudence and applica- 
tion, that before the ſeven years of plenty 
were expired, he had amaſſed corn enough to 
ſupply both Egypt and the neighbouring 
countries. 143-6 | 1 i; e 5747 
Now in the ſecond. year of the famine, 
Jacob hearing that there was corn to be 
bought in Egypt, ſent his ſons thither; who, 
upon their arrival, were directed to apply to 
Joſeph. He knew them at firſt ſight;; but 
being minded to terrify them a little, he: 
ſpoke by an interpreter, and accuſed them of 
being ſpies, who had come with an intent to 
diſcover the weakneſs of the country. They 
replied, they came with no other deſign than 
purely to buy corn for their numerous family; 
that they were the ſons of one man, who 


% 


ſhould come to a reſolution. 


the reſt, while they returned, with corn for 
their family; and that upon! bringing back 
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once had twelve, but that the youngeſt was 
left at home, and the next to him dead. He 


anſwered' with a ſevere look, (to put their 


honeſty to the proof) that ſince by their own 
confeſſion they had a younger brother, one 
ſhould be immediately diſpatched to fetch 


him; otherwiſe he ſhould look upon all of 


them as ſpies and enemies, and their ſtory 
trump'd up ts thpoſe upon him; and, upon 
this, ordered them all to priſon, till they 

After ſome time, however, he ſent for 
them again, and with a milder air told them, 
he was loath their family ſhould want provi- 
ſton, or that they ſhould ſuffer, if innocent. 
He then propoſed this alternative, that one 
of them ſhould be confined as an hoſtage for 


their youngeſt brother, the confined perſon 
ſhould be releaſed, and all of them reputed 
honeſt men. As he had them at his mercy, 
they conſented to do whatever he ae ; 
reflecting in this diſtreſs notwithſtanding on. 
their former treatment of their brother, look- 
ing upon the preſent misfortunes as a judg- 
ment for that wicked action; and as they 
upbraided one another in this manner -in 
the preſence of | Joſeph, thinking he did 
not underſtand them, it affected him fo 
much, that he was obliged to withdraw, 
till recovering himſelf, he returned, and 

5 com- 
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1 commanded their ſacks to be filled with corn, 
Ti and giving ſecret orders, that each man's 
15 money ſhould be put in the mouth of tte 
1 ſack, he ordered them to depart, leaving one 
70 as an hoſtage till the reſt ſnould return. We 
Ky need not ſay, that when theſe cruel brothers 
| came to bait, and give their beaſts ſome pro- 
vender, they were not a lit:le ſurpriſed to 


find their money returned, nor failed they to 
4 make all the diſmal reflections thereon, which 
their fears could ſuggeſt. 

3 As ſoon as they got home, they acquaint- 


ed their father with theſe adventures ; but in 
vain was it for them to ſtrive to prevail with 
Jacob to let his youngeſt ſon Benjamin go 
back with them into Egypt. He was a child 
by his beft beloved wife Rachael, who died in 
bringing him into the world, and own bro- 
ther to Joſeph. However, what no intrea- 
ties of his ſons could accompliſn, neceſſity at 
Jaſt brought him to conſent to. In a word, 
| their proviſions grew ſhort, and in Egypt 
alone they could find relief. Jacob therefore 
; direCting his ſons to take a double quantity of 
money, and ſuch preſents as the country af- 
forded, he with much grief delivered his dear 
Benjamin to his other ſons; and intreating 
heaven for their ſucceſs, ſent them away. As 
ſoon as they arrived in Egypt, they went di- 
1 realy and preſented themſelves to Joſeph, 
Who ſeeing their brother Benjamin with 
' VoI. I. | E them, 
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them, gave orders to his ſteward to conduct 
them to his houſe, where they ſhold dine 
that day. Joſeph was himſelf to come home 
by noon, and therefore his brothers took 


care to have their preſents in readineſs. He 
received them all with a very friendly coun- 


tenance, enquired after the health of their 


father, and took notice of Benjamin; but 


finding his affection begin to work on that 


occaſion, he retired to vent his paſſion. Soon 
after however he ordered dinner to be ſerved 


up, which was accordingly done upon three 
difterent tables, one for I 


Egyptian gueſts, and one for his brothers. 


oſeph, one for his 


uring the whole entertainment, Joſeph 
behaved very courteouſly ; from his own ta- 


ble he ſent diſhes to every one of his brothers, 


but to Benjamin he ſent five diſhes for each 
of their one, which was a myſtery they could 


not unriddle, any more than their being pla- 
ced at table according to their exact ſeniori- 
ty. Afﬀtcr they had finiſhed, and were taking 


leave, in order to return to their buſineſs, 


- Joſeph being minded to frighten. them once 


more, ordered his ſteward, when he filled 


their ſacks with corn, to put the money in 


as before; but into Benjamin's ſack, not on- 


ly the money, but the ſilver cup out of which 
he himſelf uſed to drink; which being done 
accordingly, after they were gone a little 
way out of town, a perſon was ſent after to 


2 overtake 
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cvertake and charge them with the felony. 


Conſcious of their own innocence, and dil- 
dainful of ſo vile an accuſation, they offered 
their facks to be ſearched ; and whoever 
ſhould be found to have the cup, ſhould not 
only ſuffer death, but the reſt be made ſlaves. 
But when the cup was found in Benjamin's 
ſack, what was their grief and aſtoniſhment ! 
*I'was in vain for the poor youth to ſay any 
thing in his defence; and being all concern- 
ed in the diſgrace, they loaded their afles, 
and in a mournful manner returned to the 
city again. | 5 

Joſeph, on their arrival, reprimanded them 
ſharply; while they lay proſtrate at his feet, 


and acknowledged their guilt. But at laſt he 


told them, the perſon only that was detected 


in the theft ſhould remain a ſlave, and the 


others, when they pleaſed, might return 
home to their father. Judah, who had been 
particularly reſponſible for Benjamin, ad- 
dreſſed Joſeph in the moſt ſubmiſſive and pa- 
thetic manner imaginable. He deſcribed ve- 
ry paſſionately their father's melancholy con- 
dition for the loſs of his beloved ſons; one 
dead, and the other ſnatched involuntarily 
from his arms; and whoſe great age left him 
doubtful of ever ſeeing him again : and as his 
life ſeem'd wrapped up in the child, offered 
himſelf an equivalent for his brother, provi- 
ded he might be reſtored to his father. This 
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moving ſpeech affected Joſeph in ſuch a man- 
ner, that not able any longer to withſtand it, 


he ordered all the company out of the room, 


that he might be left at liberty to diſcover 
himſelf with a more affectionate freedom to 
his brothers. But no ſooner had he made 
himfelf known to them, than, ſtruck with 


ſurpriſe and confuſion, they ſtood dumb; 
and it was ſome time before they recovered 


ſuſicient to make him any anſwer at all. 
Affected however as he was, he defired them 
fo draw near unto him, embraced them all 
round with an unfeigned tenderneſs, and, to 
diſpel all future app: ehenſions, told them, he 
had more reaſon to bleſs than condemn them 
for what they did, ſince it had been the 
means of advancing him to the honour and 
dignity of the nation they beheld him in. 
He bid them haſten to their father, tell him 
of his new- found ſon, and invited him to 
come and ſhare with him of his greatneſs and 
glory; that he ſhould have a province aſſign- 
ed for him to dwell in, not far diſtant from 
him, and truly commodious for ſuch as led a 
paſtoral life. And with that he threw him- 
ſelf upon Benjamin's neck, and wept for joy; 
and being perfectly reconciled to all the reſt, 
by his generous treatment diſpelled their 


fears, and brought them to converſe with him 


in a more familiar manner. a 
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With hearts full of joy, king Pharaoh ha- 


ving confirmed Joſeph's invitation and pro- 
miſes to his father, theſe now joyful brethren 
proceeded on their return to the land of Ca- 
naan, Where they were gladly received by 
good old Jacob. But when they told him, 


that his fon Joſeph was alive, and what 


ſplendor he lived in, not able to bear ſo much 
good news, he fainted away in their arms. 
Joſeph had, by Potiphar's command, beſides 
preſents, ſent chariots, proviſions, and all 
neceſſaries for their father's journey into E- 
gypt. Theſe when Jacob came to himſelf, 
his ſons ſhewed him, which ſo revived his 
ſpirits, that in an extacy of joy he cried out, 
It is enough ! Joſeph my ſon is ſtill alive. I 
will go and fee him e're I die. | 

The meeting of the father and fon, upon 
Jacob's arrival in Egypt, words cannot de- 
ſcribe. Tears of joy flowed on both fides ; 
and as ſoon as the tender greetings, and fo- 
lemn rejoycings which followed upon them, 
were over, Joſeph went to court, and pre- 
ſented his whole family to the king, who re- 
ceived them in the moſt gractous manner, 


and ſettled them in the molt fertile province 
of the whole kingdom. „ 


Jacob lived many years after this, during 
which time Joſeph continued to perform not 
only all the duties of a ſon to him; but all 
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the ſervices of a good miniſter to his maſter, 
king Pharaoh; appearing to have equally at 
heart the welfare of the ſovereign and the 
people ; and at length his father dying in his 


arms, after having bleſſed his children in a 


very particular manner, he remained * 
four years longer at the head of affairs in 
gypt, generouſly perſiſting in his friendſhip 
and affection to his brothers, notwithſtand- 
ing the evil they intended him in the early 
part of his life. 8 
At his death he gave ſtrict orders, that 


when it ſhould pleaſe God to bring the He- 
brews out of the kingdom of Egypt, in order 


to put them in poſſeſſion of that country which 
was promiſed to the poſterity of Abraham, 


they ſhould take his body along with them. 


The Jewiſh rabbins indeed have a ſtory, that 


the Egyptian magicians came and told Pha- 


raoh, if he had a mind to keep the Hebrews 
in his dominions, he muſt hide Joſeph's body 


in ſome place where they could never find it, 


becauſe it wonld be impoſſible to leave Egypt 
without it. That thereupon his corps was 


put in a heavy cheſt, which was ſunk in the 
river Nile; and Moſes was forced by a mi- 

racle to get it out: but this is a fiction, 
without any manner of foundation. 
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A Mongſt all the lives of eminent perſons, 
with abich the holy ſcriptures ſupply us, 
there 1s not one of a more excellent tenden- 
cy, or which is fitter to put into the hands of 
a young perſon, than the foregoing enter- 
taining and admirable account of Joſeph ; | 
which 1s a rare example of what a man ought 
to be, and what he always might be, by 
ſhewing what he once was. 
But what moraliſts have chiefly choſen to 
recommend from the life of Joſeph, is chaſti- Þ} 
ty, the virtue which of all others ſeems to be 
moſt agreeable and conſonant to the divine 
nature; the perſon perfectly chaſte, being 
as near perfection as the mortal ſtate is capa- 
ble of; for as much as the preſervation of 
ſtrict chaſtity (1 mean according to the rules 
which nature and reaſon have preſcribed) is 
the means of keeping under almoſt every vice 
which the human frame is ſubject to; but 
we may juſtly ſuppoſe, that Joſeph's refuſal 
of Potiphar's wife was alſo the effects of gra- 
titude to his kind maſter, who had generouſſy 
promoted him, from the meaneſt ſtation, that 
of a ſlave, to the command of his whole fa- 
mily; an example well worthy . f 
or 
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For ſure thoſe who have not a conſcientiouſ- 
neſs in doing an injury to the perſon, from 
whoſe bounty they receive food, cloaths, and 


all the comforts of life, muſt have the worſt 


of hearts; not to mention, that God has com- 
manded us particularly to reverence our ſu- 
periors, (which words have a large import) 
'and eſpecially thoſe who have any authority 
over us. | 

Yet methinks I would not recommend to 
my young readers Joſeph's example, when 
by telling tales of his brothers, he angered 
his father againſt them. He was certainly 
right not to join in any miſconduct he might 


Have obſerved in them; but he ſhould have 


been content with reprehending their follies 
himſelf, or at leaſt have taken ſome ſtep to 
bring them to their duty, different from that 
of acculing them to their father. I think he 
was wrong alſo in ſetting himſelf above his 
brothers, as he did when he told thoſe dreams : 
however, it muſt be owned, he made amends 
for thoſe childiſh faults, by his behaviour to 
them when they came into Egypt, where, 
tho' he had Naber power in his hands to be 
revenged on them for their cruel treatment 
of him, in throwing him into the pit, and 
afterwards ſelling him for a ſlave, he was ſo 
far from taking an advantage of it, that, 
contenting himſelf with a little innocent trial 
of their tempers, he was a protector of "Ow 
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and their families to the day of his death; 


never conſidering the miſchief they aten | 
him, but the good which he reaped from 


their inhuman uſage. 

But we can never ſufficiently recommend 
that duty, affection, and reſpect, which Jo- 
ſeph manifeſted for his old father, when, 
though little leſs than a king in Egypt, he 
received him with the utmoſt reverence, 
waited on him to Pharaoh, and was moſt 
obſervant and careful of him, till at length 


he expired in his arms. 


In a word, whether we conſider Joſeph in 
the light of a ſon, a brother, or a ſervant, 


we ſhall find him highly worthy of imita- 


tion. As the firſt, he was dutiful, tender, 


and refpectful; as the ſecond, he was gen- 
tle, affectionate, and forgiving ; and as the 
laſt, he was honourable, truſty, and grate- 
ful. There never was a prime miniſter upon 


earth, that might not be proud of copying 


him in his public ſtation, in which, while 
he was bent to raiſe the riches and glory of 
his maſter, he was equally careful not to op- 
preſs or impoveriſh the people; and if we 
add to this, the great deference which he al- 
ways paid to every thing belonging to God 
and religion, there never was a more perfect 
character. 
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NA OS ES, who was one of the 
X% greateſt men that ever appeared 


upon earth, whether we conſider 

XNA him with regard to the intercourſe 
which he had with God, his high 
rank in life, or his own great talents and vir- 
tues, was the ſon of Amram, by his wife 
Jochabed, of the Hebrew race, and born to 
them while that nation reſided in Egypt. As 
his whole life was miraculous, ſo there was 
ſomething very extraordinary attending his 
birth; for ſome years after the death of Jo- 
ſeph, a new king coming to the throne of 
Egypt, and the Iſraelites having, in the mean 
time increaſed exceedingly, the monarch was 
afraid leſt, as their numbers put it in their 
power, ſo they might have it in their incli- 
nation, to uſurp the ſoyereign authority; and 
there- 
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therefore gave orders, that all the male chil- 
dren of the Hebrews ſhould be put to death 
as ſoon as they came into the world ; an 
= edict which, as we may well ſuppoſe, threw 
— that unhappy people into the utmoſt grief and 
= conſternation. 

Now Amram finding his wife with child, 
and being ſollicitous about the king's procla- 
mation, prayed earneſtly to God to put an 
end to this dreadful perſecution ; upon which 
== the Almighty appeared to him, and told him, 
= that he would in due. time free his people 
from it; and that the ſon, who ſhould ſhort- 
ly be born unto him, ſhould preve the happy 
. inſtrument of their deliverance. In conſe- 
quence of this, when Jochabed was delivered 

of a lovely boy, her huſband made no diffi- 

culty of joining with her to preſerve it, till at 
length, tearing the diſcovery, when he was 
about three months old, he determined to 
commit him to the providence of God; and 
having made a little baſket of ruſhes, and 
plaiſtered i it to keep out the water, Jochabed | 
plac'd the poor infant in it, and leaving it 
among the flags, by the bank of the river, ſhe 
placed his little ſiſter at a proper diſtance to 
mark the event. As good luck would have 
it, the king's daughter, attended with. her 
| maids of honour, came to the river ſoon af- 
ter, in order to bathe herſelf; and ſpying the 
| | baſket at ſome diſtance, ſhe ordered one of 
the 
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the near ang to fetch it to her; when unco- 
I 


vering the little repoſitory of the babe, and 
obſerving its ſurpriſing beauty and diſtreſs, it 
ſo moved her heart with compaſſion, that 
tho” ſhe very well perceived it was one of the 
unhappy children mentioned in the edi, yet 


ſhe was fully reſolved, in ſpite of that cruel 


decree, to declare her intentions to preſerve 
it. The princeſs Thermuttis (for that was 
the name of Pharaoh's daughter) having ſent 
ſucceflively for ſeveral Egyptian nurſes, the 


child with the utmoſt ſcorn rejected them all ; 


which Miriam (the child's ſiſter) obſerving, 
told the princeſs *twas in vain to expect their 
milk could agree with it, being of a different 
nation, and artfully inſinuated, if ſhe wiſhed 
the boy to thrive, ſhe ſhould immediately 
order a Hebrew nurſe. No ſooner had the 
princeſs given directions to purſue this ad- 


vice, than with the utmoſt ſpeed ſhe haſted 


to her mother, who inſtantly returned, and 
taking the infant from the princeſs, received 
at the ſame time an aſſurance of being well 


rewarded for the care ſhe ſhould beſtow on it. 
At a proper age the child was carried by 


his mother to court, and preſented to the 
princeſs ; and his early charms fo engaged 
her affections, that in the height of fondnels, 
ſhe adopted him for her own; and, in re- 
membrance of his being taken out of the ri- 
ver, gave him the Egyptian name of _ | 
6 | 8 
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| - 'As his parents had taken particular care to 
* inſtruct him in the religion and hiſtory of 
| his anceſtors, he ſoon imbibed an carly 
averſion to the oppreſſors of his nation; and 
. the more, as he was himſelf an eye- -witnels 
Hof the cruel uſage: of the Egyptian taſk- 
: maſters. This raiſed his indignation to that 
| degree, that, one day, obſerving an Hebrew 
| uſed in a a very groſs manner by one of them, 
he ſtepped j in to his aſſiſtance, and killing the 
Egyptian, delivered his wretched countryman 
from the inſult, and afterwards buried the 
body in' the ſands. This affair, however, 
was not ſo ſecretly tranſacted, but that, 
walking out the next day, and ſceing two 
Hebrews engaged in a diſpute, and generouſly 
interpoſing to make up the matter, he was, 
to his great ſurpriſe, ſuddenly upbraided by 
one of them, with his murther of the Egyp- 
tian the day before. Juſtly the cfore, appre- 
hending the- thing might reach Pharaoh's 
ears, and endanger his lite, he preſently con- 
cluded, it would be his heſt way to leave 
Egypt, and take ſhelter in the country of the 
Midianites. Here an adventure ſoon recom- 
mended him to the friendſhip of the inhabi- 
tants ; for at a well, at which he had ſtop- 
5 ped to refreſh himſelf, ſeven daughters of the 
' Þeincipal man in the coun:ry, coming to 
draw water for-their flocks, ſome rude ſhep- 
Herds ſeized on hat they had drawn, and 
Vox. I. 1 frightened 
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| frightened the damſels away. Moſes re- 


ſenting this injury, attacked the ſhepherds, 
forced them to retire, and once more reple- 
niſhed the veſſels of the terrified virgins. 


This act of courage and juſtice ſoon reached 


the ears of Jethro, who, being informed by 
his daughters, what civility they had met with 
from a ſtranger, who had protected them 
from the inſults of the ruſticks, immediately 
invited him to his houſe, and treated him in 
a manner ſuitable to the civility he had ſhewn 


to his daughters. Moſes, pleaſed with fo 


_ courteous a reception, hinted a willingneſs 


to remain with the father, and become his 
ſhepherd. Jethro accepted the propoſal, and 


to attach him the ſtronger to his intereſt, 


gave him his daughter Zipporah in marriage, 

While Moſes was in this. retirement, the 
king he had left upon the Egyptian throne 
had'paid his debt to nature, but was ſucceed- 


ed by a greater tyrant than himſelf ; who op- 


preſſed the Iſraelites in ſuch a manner, and 
made their lives ſo extremely miſerable, that 
their complaints reached Heaven, which inte- 
reſting itſelf in a peculiar manner in their fa- 


vour, by viſions and other ſigns to its ſervant 


Moſes, made known to him their diſtreſs, in 
order to engage him to receive its commands 


for their future deliverance. Moſes had by 
this time laid aſide all thoughts of reſcuing 


his countrymen ;3 and therefore, whether 


from 
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from a mean opinion of his own abllities, or 


from the difficulty of the undertaking, he 


began to make excuſes to God, and urged his 
meanneſs and in{ufficiency to take upon him 
the character of a divine ambailador. But the 
Almighty removed this difficulty by aſſuring 
him, he would afſiſt him in every ſtep he 
took, and make good his promiſes to the an- 
ceſtors of the Iſraelites; that he would inveſt 
him with ſuch ſupernatural and divine power, 
as by the force of the Miracles that ſhould be 
wrought in their ſayour, the wicked mo- 
narch ſhould be compelled, in ſpite of his 
inclinations to the contrary, to let them go. 


By theſe perſuaſions, and demonſtrations of 


a miraculous power to ſupport him, Moſes 
at length was prevailed on to accept the com- 
mithon ; and requeſting leave of Jethro (who 
readily complied). to viſit his brethren in 


Egypt, he immediately ſet out, and ſoon after 


his arrival, with a brother he had, called 
Aaron, who, by the particular appointment 


of God, was made his aſſociate in this 


great affair, 3 gained admiffion to the 
king; and modeſtly petitioned for an indul- 


gence of a few days, that their countrymen 
might retire into the wilderneſs to worſhip 


God. But he abſolutely refuſed to grant 


their requeſts, ſuſpecting, that they had a 


deſign to revolt from his ſervice; which ſo 
irritated him, that, after having ſeverely re- 
| 175 2 pbprimanded 
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primanded Moſes and Aaron for encouraging 
the pcople. to iclenels, he doubled their 
duty. This hard unprecedented uſage drove 
theſe miſerable creatures to deſpair. They 
applied to the king, but found no redreſs ; 
and meeting with Moſes in their return 
from court, charged him as the author 


of all their preſent miſery, His concern 


for the oppreſſion of the people, and be- 
ng the innocent cauſe. of the preſent diſor- 
ders, by his unſuccefiful attempt with Pha- 
raoh, {trongly tempted him to diſtruſt the 
proraiſes of the Almighty ; and, after expoſ- 
tulating the matter with God, who {till con- 
tinued to give him the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of 
his performing all his promiſes to his people, 
he diſmiſſed him with theſe tidings to the Iſ- 
raclite:. Yet ſuch was the affliction of their 


minds, that they gave little or no attention 
to him. 


Moſes, however, was commanded by God 


to renew his petition for the releaſe of bis 
people; and, in caſe of Pharaoh's obſtinacy, 
to immediately put in practice that power he 
had given bim for the commiſſion of miracles, 
He and his brother Aaron therefore repaired 
to court, but met with the uſual repulſe; 
and when the king, in contempt, demanded 


ſome miracle as a proof of their divine miſ- 


ſion, Aaron th ew down his rod, which was 
inſtantly changed into a ſerpent. Pharaoh 
then ſent for his mag icians, and commanded 


them 
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them to do the ſame. They attempted, and 
ſucceeded ; but with this remarkable * 


rence, that the rod of Aaron immediately 


ſwallowed up thoſe of the ſorcerers, and muſt, 
beyond all diſpute, have eaſily convinced the 
proud monarch of the ſuperiority of Iſrael's 


God, had not the ſtrong intereſt he had, in 


not letting the Hebrews go, ſhut up every 
avenue of conviction. 

In ſhort, hardened by hatred, and a ſlave 
to avarice, he was deaf to their cries ; and 
to the intreaties of Moſes ; and did not, till 
after a train of the moſt diſmal and ſhocking 
plagues that ever diſtreſſed a nation, give 
them permiſſion to leave his kingdom; and 
then, upon ſuch terms as they would by no 
means conſent to : That they ſhould either 
leave their children, as e for their 
coming back; or their flocks and their herds: 
rightly conjecturing, that this might be a 
means to accelerate their return. But Moſes 
poſitively inſiſted upon taking all their ſub- 
{tance with them, and that the young ſhould 


accompany the old; which fo exaſperated 


the monarch, that he forbid him his preſence 
upon pain of death. Moſes finding nothing 
could be done with the king, threatened, 2 
he went away, that that very night God 
ſhould ſtrike dead the eldeſt child of every 
family in the kingdom of Egypt; nor were 


theſe words ſpoken in vain. And at this 
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time, in commemoration of the favour which 
God ſhewed the Iſraelites, in ſparing their 
children, while he deſtroyed thoſe of the 
Egyptians, was inftituted a feaſt, called the 
Paſſover, which to this day is celebrated 
among the Jews. | 

God had ordered Moſes to prepare every 
thing for the departure of the people ; and 
about the middle of the night, the eldeſt 
ot of every houſe in Egypt, both man and 
beaſt, from the palace to the cottage, ſud- 


denly expired. The outcry and confuſion 


that ſucceeded this terrible judgment, may 
eaſily be conceived ; and the Egyptians com- 


Ing immediately to Moſes, in a great ter:or, 


beſought him to get his countrymen together, 
and with all that belonged to them, to go 
out of the country as faſt as they could. 
This was what Moſes wanted, and accor- 
dingly, without the leaſt delay, every one 
packing up his goods, together with vaſt 
riches, which, by God's direction, the If- 
raelites had borrowed of the Egyptians, the 
whole nation took leave of their taſk-maſters, 
and made. the beſt of their way into the wil- 
derneſs. It was mere compulſion, and a 
tear of worſe conſequences than thoſe he had 
already experienced, that wrought upon Pha- 


raoh to let the children of Iſrael go. But 


when he heard that they continued their rout 
towards the Red Sea, inſtead of returning to 
; ny AE £46 | > , AE. his 
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his dominions, he reſolved to overtake, and 
oblige them to come back ; to which purpoſe 
he muſtered up what forces he could, and 
putting himſelf at the head of them, inſtant- 
ly began the purſuit. Now when the Egyp- 


tians came up with the Iſraelites, the latter 


found themſelves ſeemingly in a very terrible 
ſituation ; for the ſea was in their front, huge 
mountains on each fide, and a powerful army 
in their rear. Moſes, however, being ap- 


priſed of God's deſigns, deſired them not to 


fear; and leading them on to the brink of 
the water, he ſtretched his wand over it, 
upon which the waves immediately divided, 
and made as it were a wall on each "3g 
while the Iſraelites paſſed over upon dry land, 
till they gained the oppoſite ſhore. Upon 
the Hebrews, firit quitting Egypt, God, for 


their greater ſecurity, undertook to guide and 


direct them in their ſeveral marches and en- 


campments, which was done by the won 


derful appearance of a cloud, in the form of 
a large column, which ſhaded them from the 


ſun by day, and became a pillar of fire, to 


ſupply its abſence by night. When they 
paſſed over the red ſea, this cloudy pillar 


ſtood between them, and the army of king 


Pharaoh; ſo that the Egyptians were not ap- 


priſed of their miraculous paſſage, till they 


were all got on the other ſide. However, 
they never ſuſpected, that they, with their 
chariots 
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chariots and horſes might not ſafely follow, 
*till they were too late appriſed of this error; 
for when they were got about half way, the 
ſea ruſhing in overwhelmed them all, while 
the Iſraelites beheld with amazement the 
carcaſſes and ſpoils of their enemies thrown 
up on every ſide. A miracle, which one 
would think ſufficient to fix the faith of an 


people ; yet, notwithſtanding ſo particular a 


mark of the divine favour in their behalf, the 
Iſraelites, upon the leaſt apprehenſions of 
diſtreſs, were immediately out of patience. 

The barren proſpect of the wilderneſs before 
them, and their preſent ſcarcity of proviſions, 
occaſioned them to complain, and even now 


to upbraid Moſes, that he had decoyed them 


from the plenty they enjoyed in Egypt, into 
a wide waſte, where they could have no other 
expectation, but to periſh with hunger and 


_ thirſt. Many miracles did the divine power 


perform by the hand of Moſes, to convince 
them of their error, and get the better of 
their diſcontented diſpoſitions ; yet every now 


and then they fell into their old way of dif- 


truſting their God, and reviling their leader: 
and particular the want of water, at one time, 
made them ſo mutinous and deſperate, that 
in vain was it even for Moſes to counſel or 
adviſe them. His words but inflamed their 
rage the more, and he would have fallen a_ 


and, 
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and, to pacify their minds and diſſipate their 
fears, promiſed a miraculous ſupply of water, 
which Moſes, by his expreſs command, ſtri- 
king a rock with his wand, immediately 
furniſned them with. 3 | 
About this time the Iſraelites were alarmed 
with the approach of an army at their heels, 
ready to fall upon them. Hereupon Moſes 
ordered Joſhua, a valiant young man, at the 
head of a party of the choiceſt men in the 
camp, to give them battle ; and while he 
and Aaron retired to the top of an emi- 
nence to implore the divine aſſiſtance, 
Joſhua proved ſucceſsſul, and. the enemy 
were put to the rout, and tctally defeated. 
This good ſucceſs in their firſt martial 

_ enterpriſe, gave the people great encou- 
ragement; and being now arrived at a 
mount, where God had firſt manifeſted his 
deſigns to Moſes, and not far from the place 
where his father-in-law dwelt. Jethro, who 
hearing of the mighty things that were done 
by the Iſraelites under the command of his 
daughter's huſband, took her (Zipporah) 
and the two ſons of Moſes, which were left 
in his charge, and brought them with him to 
the Iſraelites camp, where, after mutual ſa- 
lutations and embraces, Moſes entertained 
him with a particular account of every thing 
that had befallen him during his abſence. 
3 While 
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While Jethro remained in the camp, he 
could not but obſerve the great weight of bu- 
ſineſs which Moſes daily laboured under in 
determining differences in the camp, he ad- 
viſed him therefore to ſhare it with others, 
by ſubſtituting men of probity and abilities to 
adjuſt the complaints of the Iſraelites, and 
diſtribute equity to the people. And as ſoon 
as he ſaw this council put in execution, he 
took leave of his ſon- in-law, and returned 
into his own country. 

Now as the Iſraelites lay before Mount Si- 
nai, God thought proper to call up his ſer- 
vant Moſes; and after charging him to re- 
mind the Iſraelites of the many wonders he 
had wrought in their favour, he promiſed, if 
for the future they would become obedient to 
his laws, he would ſtill regard them as his 
peculiar people, a favourite nation, and a 
royal prieſthood. This, upon Moſes ac- 
quainting them with the conference and pro- 
poſals, they directly conſented to, and pro- 
miſed all poſſible obedience to the divine 
commands, On the third day therefore the 
people being commanded to attend, received 
from God's own mouth, in an extraordinary 
and tremendous manner, the ten command- 
ments; and ſoon after Moſes received from 
God ſeveral other ceremonial and political 

laws, calculated with a deſign to keep the 
people to their obedience, and prevent their 
| | inter- 
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intermixing the blood of the Iſraelites with 
other nations. | | 
But while Moſes was converſing with God, 

and receiving his further commands, together 

with the two tables of ſtone, on which were 

engraved the moral law; the people, by his 
long abſence, for he had retired from them 
forty days, deſpairing of ever beholding him 
again, aſſembled themſelves in a riotous man- 
ner about Aaron's tent, and demanded of 
him ſome God that they might worſhip ; 
who, inſtead of expoſtulating the matter 
with them, tamely ſubmitted, and, in a great 
meaſure, contributed to their idolatry, He 
made them, for the object of their adoration, 
a golden calf; and ſeeing them wonderfully 
delighted with it, placed it upon a high pe- 
deſtal in full ſight of the camp; and, after 
having performed a ſolemn ſacrifice to it, 
concluded it with all kinds of feaſting and 
noiſy mirth. This provoking defection, af- 


ter what God had fo graciouſly done for them, 
wore out his patience, and he threatened, in the 


ſevereſt manner, to extirpate the whole race 


of theſe ungrateful rebels. But Moſes having 


generouſly interceded for them, and obtained 
a promiſe of pardon, with his tables of ſtone, 
and, attended by his ſervant Joſhua, he 
haſted from the preſence of God, and deſcend- 
ed the mount with the utmoſt expedition. At 
fight of the golden calf, he could no longer 
1. | reſtrain 
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reſtrain his anger, and, in the height of his 
10 3 threw down the tables he had 
| hand, and broke them to pieces. 
Aer” this, calling his brother Aaron to 
account, for indulging the people in their 
idolatrous humour, and chiding him for his 
weakneſs; he proceeded to take \ vengeance on 
the ringleaders of this diſorder, whom he or- 
dered to be lain by the hands of the Levites. 
Then retiring to the mountain, implored 
pardon for the ſins of the people, and renewed 
his covenant with'God. 
To 'enumerate the many inſtances, in 
which the head- -ſtrong and ungrateful Jews 


ON rejected the mercies of God, and flew in the 


face of Moſes, would take up a greater ſpace 
than our compendious volumes will allow; 
and the many puniſhments they brought on 
themſelves by their diſobedience, were ſo 
dreadful ; as at one time by a plague ; ano- 
ther by fire from heaven; and another b 
the execution of their own hands, to carry off 
thouſands of them together. Nor was the 
family of Moſes exempt from puniſhment, on 
account of their own particular ill behaviour; 
till at laſt God declared, that no more than a 
certain number of thoſe who left Egypt, 
- ſhould live to enjoy the promiſed country; 
and even Moſes himſelf, by one fatal ſtep, 
was compriſed in this UNWELcoInT, * inter- 
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It was not long after the death of Moſes's 
ſiſter Miriam, and the gaining of ſeveral con- 
ſiderable battles, againſt enemies that came on 

every lice to oppoſe their paſſage, that the 
Iſraelites began their old way of murmuring 
for want of water; upon which God ordered 
Moſes to ſupply them by again ſpeaking to a 
certain rock: but ſome way or other he de- 
viated from his inſtructions, either through 
impatience or difidence, and offended God 
to ſuch a degree, as to deſerve a denuncia- 
tion, that neither he nor his brother Aaron 
ſhould be permitted to enter into Canaan : 
ſoon after which God gave Aaron notice of 
his approaching death ; and being ſtripped of 
his ſacerdotal robes, which were put upon 
his ſon, that firſt high prieſt of the Jews ex- 
pited, being an hundred and twenty years 
old. He was buried in a mountain, and la- 
mented by the Iſraelites for many days. 
Many were the viciſſitudes which the II- 
raelites experienced during the remainder of 
their march through the wilderneſs. On 
one hand, they fought many battles, con- 
quered numerous nations, and acquired infi- 
nite variety of ſpoils : but, on the other hand, 

they were plagued with poiſonous ſerpents, 
put to a thouſand horrid deaths, and ſet up 
as examples of divine wrath to all the neioh- 
bouting people. But it muſt be obſerved, 
that their ſucceſs was always the effects of 
33 \  G04eT-.- 
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were ſhortly after to enter; and, rejoicing at 
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God's mercy to the few virtuous ameng 
them; and their misfortunes always the re- 


ſult of a general depravity ; when, by com- 


mitting idolatry, mixing in vicious inter- 
courſe with ſtrange nations, and acting di- 
rectly oppoſite to the divine commands, they 
incenſed omnipotency againſt them, 


Joſhua was appointed by God to ſucceed 


Moſes in his commiſſion, and the nearer 
Moſes approached his death, the more he ex- 
preſſed his concern for the welfare of the peo- 
ple. In the fortieth year, therefore, of their 


departure out of Egypt, he called the Iſraelites 
together, and in a very tender and pathetic 
Ipeech, related to them all that had befallen 


them ſince they left Egypt, the gracious deal- 
ings of God with them; their continual 


murmurings and rebellions againſt him; he 


encouraged them, however, to a perſeve- 
Tance in thoſe laws, which the divine good- 
neſs had calculated for their happineſs ; he 


repeated them to them, and aſſured them, 


that as bleſſings would attend their obſer- 
vance, ſo the greateſt calamities would be 
the conſequence, if they departed from 


them. He then took a moſt affectionate fare- 


well of all the tribes ; and finding his diſſo- 
Jution was nigh, he went up to the top of a 
mountain, from whence he had a view of 

that delicious country into which the Jews 


the 


c canada. 
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the ſight, he in an extaſy refign'd his foul to 

thoſe angels who waled to convey him to 
heaven; and, to prevent the ole idoli- 
Zing him, God himſelf took care ta bury his 

body in ſo ſecret a manner, that the place of 
his ſepulchre was never after diſcovered. 


REFLECTION. 


NEver was the juſtice, the mercy or the 
omnipotence of God, ſo ſtrongly exem- 
plified, as in the foregoing hiſtory of the life 
| of Moſes. We there ſee him puniſhing the 
8 ſins of his favourites, in the moſt exemplary 
: manner; and, on the other hand, rewarding 
their virtuous and good qualities with the 
moſt evident marks of his favour and pro- 
» tection. Indeed there is hardly any one cha- 
racer, mentioned throughout the whole, 


Ee which will not afford us a proper example to 

= regulate our conduct by, In the firſt place, 

= Moſes ſhews us, that with the grace, and 

J- under the providence of God, there are no 

a evils ſo dreadful, but we can eſcape them. 
of He was condemned to death, even before his 

1 birth; but being luckily preſerved from that, 
a 


ke was afterwards expoſed helpleſs and unbe- 
he 1 e friended, 


St 
* 


noured by God as no man 
ever was. This nr Moſes felt the effects 
of the divine diſpleaſure, when, in a matter 
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friended, in a place dangerous every where, 
on the banks of a river, but particularly fo 
in Egypt, where the Nile ſwarms with ve- 
nomous creatures, eager for man's deſtruc- 
tion. Yet here he was not only preſerved, 
but reſtored to his afflicted parents by the 


princeſs, to whoſe care he afterwards owed a 
good education. Thus, through his whole 


life, by a ſteady perſeverance in religion, 
and a ready compliance with the will of God 
in every thing, he had a thouſand hair- 
breadth-eſcapes ; yet this racy man was ho- 

efore or fince 


to us ſeemingly trifling, he only ſtepped a 
little aſide, in performing à command, which 
perhaps he did not en underſtand. How 
conſtant ought we to be then in our prayers 
to God for forgiveneſs, when the very beſt 
of us are liable to offend him in the higheſt 
manner every day. 


The next perſon, eminent in his example, 
is Pharaoh, a dreadful warning againſt ob- 
ſtinacy ; a vice to which we are but too 
prone, and therefore ſhould keep the ſtricteſt 
uard upon ourſelves againſt it. Had he 
taken the advice of Moſes, what 'number- 
2 misfortunes might he have avoided ! and 
had he at laſt ſuppreſſed his anger, might he 
not have eſcaped that deſtruction, wich he 
5 1 55 5 brought 


| 
| 


brought upon himſelf and: his people. This 


_ deprive us of. God is the parent of all his 
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fooliſh and frantic paſſion, alſo, we are all 
but too ſubſect to; and we ſhould, by every 
means poſhble, check ourſelves in it, as we 
ſee it it is dangerous, not only for the time it 
continues, but as it often prepares and opens 
the way to laſting and inevitable ruin. 

The Jews themſelves are the. laſt figures 
which claim our attention in this piece, and 
ſhew us, that there are no hopes, however 
fair, or means, however powerful, the be- 
nefit of which our own ill conduct may not 


creatures alike, and there is no perſon whom 
he will not affiſt, if that perſon behaves in a 
manner to deſerve his afhiſtance ; but if we 
murmur and repine at providence, at every 
little diſappointment, and pretend to regulate 
the divine will by our own narrow paſſions 
and prejudices, we can only expect to periſh 
like the perverſe Jews, while God transfers 
his favours to objects more deſerving of them. 
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NN N commemorating the lids of this 
85 1 *. ſacred heroine, *twill be neceſlary 


to look a little back into the cir- 


NN cumſtances of the Jewiſh nation, 


at the time ſhe made ſo extraordi- 


nary and ſucceſsful an effort, as preſerved the 
liberties of a ſinking people, and perpetuated 


her name to all ſucceeding generations. 
The Iſraelites were at this time diſtreſſed 
and invaded on all ſides by their enemies; 


but in the north parts of the kingdom they 


had incenſed God ſo by their impieties, that 


he had permitted Jabin, a powerful monarch, 


who at that time aſſumed the title of the king 
of Canaan, to oppreſs them with great ſeve- 


_ Fity 3 and in order to terrify and keep them 


under, he put Siſera, an experienced general, 

at the head of his forces, accompanied with 
nine hundred armed chariots, together with 
ſuch a quantity of military ammunition, 
that the wretched Iſraelites, deſpairing of re- 


lief, 
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lief, ſat pining under their oppreſſion, nor 
ever thought of moving, unleſs it were to 
tranſport themſelves to diſtant countries, far 
from the cruelty of thefe inſulting tyrants. 

In the midft of this deplorable ſituation 
aroſe Deborah, the propheteſs ; a woman who 
had diſtinguiſhed herſelf amongſt the Jews by 
an impartial adminiſtration of juſtice to the 
neighbouring tribes. She ſent to Barak a 
meſſage from God, ordering him to levy, 
with the utmoſt ſpeed, ten thouſand men, and 
with this handful to give fierce battle, with 
this firm aſſurance, that on the firſt onſet his 


numerous enemy ſhould infallibly be routed 
and overthrown. Barak, without the leaſt 


demur, agreed to the motion, on condition 
the propheteſs would attend him: and fo, 
having muſtered his compliment of forces, 
they departed together, and poſted themſelves 
in an advantageous poſture upon the top of a 
mountain. In the mean time, Sifera having 
received intelligence of this, with a powerful 
army, made haſty marches to get up with 
them ; and incamping his army at the foot 


of the mount, flattering himſelf with bein, 


able to cut off Barak's retreat, Deborah, in 
this ſiturtion, adviſed Barak not to wait till 


Siſera approached him, but to march directly 
down, and fall upon him, with all the afſu- 
rance imaginable of ſucceſs, The Hebrew 


general followed her directions, and coming 


down 


— 
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down upon the enemy, before they were 
aware, began the charge with ſuch inex- 
preſſible fury, that, joined with a terrible 
ſtorm of rain and hail, that drove full in their 
faces, together with the amazing terror they 
were ſtruck with; that, not able to ſtand 
before the Iſraelites, they fled with the ut- 
moſt precipitation; and being purſued by the 
conquerors to the brinks of a river, ſwelled 
by the impetuous torrents, occaſioned by the 
haſty rains, met their fate by attempting to 

paſs it; for the greateſt part of the army was 
_ drowned, and their dead bodies carried into 
the Mediterranean ſea. Eg 

| Siſera, in the mean time, ſeeing his whole 
army broken and diſperſed, quitted his cha- 
riot; and making his eſcape on foot, met 
Jael, the wife of Heber, who had ſeen him 
coming, and had left her tent on purpoſe to 
meet and invite him into it, which he, ap- 
prehending no danger from her, whoſe huſ- 
band was her maſter's near ally, readily ac- 
cepted. ee ee 
The fatigue of the day had made him 
thirſty, and intreating ſome water of Jael, ſhe 
immediately gave him milk, as much as he 
requeſted, when, charging her ſtrictly to con- 
ceal him from all enquiries, he laid him down 
to take that repoſe he ſtood ſo much in need 
of. No ſooner had he cloſed his eyes, than 
Jael, taking a hammer and a long nail, and 
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placing it to his temples, with one blow 
pierced his head, and pinned him to the 


ground. And when Barak, in his purſuit, 


had reached her tent, ſhe called him in, and 
ſhewed him the pride of the enemy fallen by 
her hand. 

This victory put an end to the oppreſſions 
of the north, and, upon many accounts, was 
attended wich ſo many ſignal events, that the 
pious and heroic Deborah made a triumphant 
ſong in commemoration of it, in which ſhe 
politicly commends thoſe tribes that came rea- 
dily into the war, and upbraids with infamy 


all thoſe who meanly declined the ſervice of 


their country. 


Phe above is the onl enen 5 re- 
corded of our propheteſs; but it is an ac 


built upon the nobleſt baſis, and for which 
the ſacred hiſtorian has juſtly placed her in 
the liſt of illuſtrious patriots. 


117.7. ˙— ESRC REN 
NE F LET TIN 


H E character of the famous propheteſs 
Deborah, I pitched upon on purpoſe for 


the ſervice of my young female readers ; and 


indeed, though $4 life be but a ſhort one, 
. whole hiſtory of it compriſing little more 


than 


X 
i 
1 
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than one celebrated action, there is ample 


matter for a young lady's obſervation, and 


rules for the conduct of the fair ſex, ſuffici- 
ent to recommend it to the inſpection of every 
one that is ambitious of appearing to advan- 
tage, in whatever ſphere of life ſhe is ordain- 
ed to move. Deborah was a propheteſs, that 
is, a perſon for her virtue eminently diſtin- 


guiſhed by God, in as much as, at certain 


times, he thought proper to reveal his will to 


her, in a very extraordinary, and to us unac- 


countable, manner; and methinks, if her 
character be regarded in this light, it cannot 


fail of filling her ſex with ſuch a proper idea 


of their own dignity, as muſt prevent their 
ever deſcending to any action, which ma 


ſully that purity and holineſs, which ſeems 
by nature deſigned as the very eſſence of their 


ſpecies of beings ; and from which, when 
through indiſcretion, looſeneſs, or profliga- 
cy, any one deviates, ſhe, in a ſtrict ſenſe, 


from that moment ceaſes to be a woman; 


and inſtead of being the pride and happineſs 
of the creation, becomes the contempt and 
outcaſt of the whole earth. Deborah Was 
one of the judges of Iſrael, which, at the 
time ſhe lived, was the higheſt dignity her 
country could confer upon any of its mem- 
bers, and was always beſtowed on account 


enfoyed 


ol the wiſdom and integrity of the perſon who 
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enjoyed it. A ſufficient motive to every in- 
dividual of the fair ſex, to improve them- 


ſelves by education in their youth, ſeeing that 


nature has endowed them with minds capable 
of receiving every accompliſhment z and that 
they may, in favourable circumſtances, as 
properly diſtinguiſh themſelves by their know- 
ledge and abilities, as any of the ſtronger ſex. 
It is a mean and low notion indeed, that wo- 


men are deſigned to ſhine chiefly in houſhold 


economy ; that they ſhould therefore be fit 
to appear to advantage in nothing elſe, And 
if it were only with regard to the great affair 
of matrimony, it is abſolutely neceſſary, that 
every young lady ſhould take care to im- 
prove and cultivate her underſtanding, by 


which means alone ſhe can be rendered a fit 


companion for a ſenſible man. And as the 
propheteſs Deborah, notwithſtanding the na- 


tural tenderneſs of her ſex, did not refuſe to 


accompany Barak to the war, ſo I would 


have my young female readers receive that 


circumſtance of her life, as a warning againſt 
the cowardice which affected ladies are apt 


to think amiable in them; and to teach them, 


that in a juſt and good cauſe, eſpecially where 
religion and virtue are concerned, no woman 
can be too reſolute and couragious. 2s 
But while we talk in this manner; we b 
no means recommend the fierceneſs and * 
9 elty 
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elty obſervable in the character of Jael, 

whoſe murder of Siſera, as we do not find it 
to have been done by any immediate impulſe 

from God, we will venture to pronounce 

unhoſpitable, treacherous, and cruel, 
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KX%KX KN a country called Moab, about 
X 7 X fifteen hundred years antecedent 
X to the Chriſtian æra; was born 
N. * Ruth, at a time when Iſrael was 
governed by judges. Now it 

happened, that there was a great famine in 
that country, in ſo much, that ſeveral of the 
inhabitants were obliged to go abroad ſor ſuſ- 
tenance ; and, amongſt the reſt, Elimelech 
and his wife Naomi, with their two ſons, 
left their native place, Bethlehem- Judah, and 
went into the kingdom of Moab, where Eli- 
melech ſoon after died; and the young men 
taking wives, did not long ſurvive him, but 
died alſo, leaving their widows to take care 
of their poor mother, $3 
In theſe diſtreſſed circumſtances Naomi 
had no courſe to take, but that which led 
homewards : hearing therefore that things 
" began to be plenty again in Iſrael, ſhe deter- 
mined to ſet out upon the journey: Her 
Vol. I. H daughters 
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throw handfuls of barley in her way; ſo 
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daughters indeed would have followed her 
thither; but ſhe diſſuaded them from it, in 
conſideration of her'inability. to aſſiſt and pro- 
vide for them ; and this plea was ſo ſtrong, 
that one of them actually returned to her 
own kindred, and left her ; but the other, 
who was our Ruth, remained ſixed in her 
firſt reſolution, to ftay with, and ſhare 
her fortune. Theſe two, therefore, went 
on their way, till in ſome time they arrived 
at the place of Naomi's native habitation. 
This happened in the ſeaſon of harveſt, 
when the reapers were in the field; and 
Ruth's late huſband having here a kinſman of 


great wealth and authority, ſhe requeſted 


her mother-in-law, that ſhe would permit. 
her to go and glean in his corn; for as it 


was the cuſtom of the neareſt relations to mar- 


ry the widow of any perſon. deceaſed, ſhe did 


not know but this rich man, who was called 


Boaz, might take a fancy to her, and, as the 
method was, make her his wife. Her mo- 
ther approved of her deſign; nor were tliey: 
baulked in their ſuppoſitions ; for - Boaz ſee- 


ing Ruth amongſt his reapers, enquired who. 


ſhe was; and being informed, intreated her 
with much kindneſs and reſpect; applauded, 
above all things, her dutiful conduct to- 
wards her mother-in-law; and inviting her 
to dinner with him, ordered his men to 


that 


- — ũ 
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that at night ſhe brought home a conſiderable 
meaſure of that grain. | 

Naomi was, no doubt, greatly pleaſed with 
this ſucceſs ; and Ruth, in the ſame manner 
kept gleaning in the fields of Boaz during the 
whole time of barley harveſt ; but that bein 
over, her mother-in-law, touched with her 
_ filial piety, thought it was incumbent upon 
ther to do her beſt, to ſettle her in the world. 
She therefore adviſed Ruth to dreſs herſelf, 
and, as their kindſman Boaz ſeemed well in- 
clined towards her, to go into his barn, 
where he was then - thraſhing, and as ſoon 
as might was come, and he was lain down 
to ſleep there, as the manner of thoſe days 
was, ſhe inſtructed her to uncover his feet, 
and lay herfelf down by him. A ſcrupulous 
obedience to this advice was the conſequence 
of it. Boaz went to ſleep, and about mid- 
night wakening, perceived a woman in the 
place. He was at firſt exceedingly ſurprized; 
but Ruth explaining the rectitude of her mo- 
tives for ſuch a conduct, he began to launch 
out warmly in her praiſe ; and as her charac- 
ter for virtue and piety was very great, he 
promiſed, that if a nearer relation than he, 
"who lived in the city, would not marry her, 
he would himſelf become her huſhand. So 
© rifing before it was light, he diſpatched Ruth 
With a handſome preſent to her mother-in- 
law, and went about his uſual occupations. 
AE * 1 
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But it was not long before Boaz performed 
his promiſe to his fair kinſwoman ; for going 
that very day to the gate of the town, which 
in early times was the uſual place for tranſ- 
acting all manner of buſineſs, he called upon 
the next relation of Ruth's late huſband, to 
know whether he would marry the” widow; 
which he deciining, Boaz declared, that he 
himſelf would take the family of Naomi into 
his protection: and calling all the elders and 
people as witneſſes to a compact made be- 
tween him and the man, he ſhortly after 
publicly married Ruth, and great re,oicing 
were made upon the occaſion. 


REFLECTION. 


| THE reaſon why the ſacred writers thought 
proper to give the life of Ruth in the 
ſcriptures was, that from her deſcended, ac- 
cording to the fleſh, our moſt bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour JEsUs CHRIST; but we have ad- 
mitted it into our collection for different rea- 
ſons; becauſe it affords a very excellent 
example in private life, by 3 to 
what ſupreme honours and dignity a woman 
may raiſe herſelf by virtue, chaſtity, and that 
gentle and dutiful behaviour which ſhould 
be the characteriſtic of the ſex. 6. 
We 
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Me find that Ruth's kind conduct to her 
mother-in-law was one of the chief occaſions 
why Boaz took notice of her. It appears in- 
deed to have been the general converſation of 
the whole country at that time, and was, in 
all probability, the reaſon why God honoured 
her ſo far as to make her the root, from 
whence his only begotten ſon was to ſpring. 
Very wrong indeed are the notions of thoſe 


young ladies, who imagine, that to make 


themſelves reſpected and talked of, they muſt 
behave in a proud and coquettifh manner ; 
for nothing in the world is ſo likely to make 
them laughed at and condemned. To at- 


tract the attention of the world they ſhould . 


he meek, modeſt, and ſober ; neither light in 
their conduct, nor vain in their apparel. In 
a word, neatneſs, good nature, prudence, and 
obedience, are the great ornaments to ſet off 
every woman: without them beauty becomes 
deformity, wit deteſtable, and riches of no 
uſe. To have others think highly of them, 


they ſhould think humbly of themſclyes : 65 


order to command, they ſhould ſtudy to ſub- 
mit: in ſhort, would they acquire the admi- 
ration of man, they ſhould ſquare all their 
actions by the fear of God. | 
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D judges, the Iſraelites 5 2 
te 


profound peace ; but as often as 
they relapſed into their old impie- 

ties, the Philiſtines were ſuffered 
to invade and oppreſs them; which gave the 


valiant acts of Sampſon a glorious opportuni- 


ty to exert and diſplay themſelves, to the 


extreme terror of the enemy, and to the glory 
of the Jewiſh nation. This great man was 


born in the year of the world two thouſand 
five hundred and fixty-one, fourteen hundred 
and forty-three years before Chriſt, and was 
the ſon of Manoah, by a woman whoſe name 
we find no where recorded in holy writ. 
His mother had never had children, when 
by ſome divine aſſurances ſhe was informed, 


ſhe ſhould bear a ſon, a Nazarite from his 


birth, (who by the Jewiſh law drank no 
wine, or ever permitted a razor to his head) 
and the time appointed by the divine promiſe 

| being 
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being accompliſhed, ſhe was accordingly de- 
delivered of a ſon, and called his name 
Sampſon. 


While he was yet a youth, he exerted 


amazing acts of ſtrength and activity. When 


he came to man's eſtate, falling violently in 
love with the daughter of a Philiſtine, tho 
his parents could by no means approve of the 
match, becauſe ſne was ſprung from an ido- 
latrous family; yet ſuch was their tenderneſs 
for their ſon, that they indulged his paſſion, 


and accompanied him to the place of her 


birth, to treat of the marriage. 


In their journey thither our hero ſtraggling 


a little from the company, had occaſion to 
try his ſtrength and dexterity; for a young 
lion ſuddenly ruſhing upon him obliged him 
to defend himſelf ; but he with the utmoſt 
eaſe ſeized on the furious beaſt, and ſlew 


him. Some time after paſling that way, he 
turned afide to ſee what was become of the 


lion's carcaſe, and to his great ſurpriſe found 
a ſwarm of bees with honey in it. 


Now it was cuſtomary to continue the 
nuptial entertainments for ſeven days; and to 


do Sampſon greater honour, his wife's rela- 
tions had brought thirty of their prime youths 
to bear him company; to whom (as the man- 
ner then was) he propounded a riddle, which 
if they could explain in the time that the 
feaſt laſted, he obliged himſelf to give them 
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thirty ſuits of cloathes ; ; but if they could 
not, they were to forfeit the like to him. 
The words of the riddle were, „Out of 


te the eater came forth meat, and out of the 


tc ſtrong came forth ſweetneſs ; ” which fo 
NN the young men, that they were ob- 
iged to have recourſe to Sampſon's wife, de- 
firing her to worm the ſolution out of her 
huſband, which, when with much importuni- 
ty ſhe had done, ſhe told it them. Jampſon 
enraged at her perfidy, hereupon went to a 
city of the Philiſtines, and having flain thirt 
of the inhabitants, ſtripped them of their 
cloathes, and in deriſion preſented them to 
the expounders of the riddle. He then left 
his wife, and went home to his father's, while 
ſhe entered into a freſh engagement with one 
_ of her own nation, and married him. 

In ſome time, however, when his reſent- 
ment began to abate, and his paſſion for 
his wife got the better of his reſolves, he 
haften'd to. her father's houſe ; but to his no 


ſmall aſtoniſhment, was denied admittance, 


and told by the father himſelf, that on a 
ſtrong preſumption he had entirely forſaken 
his wife, he had thought proper to marry 
her to one of his companions z but that, to 
make him amends, another daughter, more 


beautiful than her. was at his ſervice. But 


this anſwer was far from ſatisfying Sampſon ; 
and concluding 1 it was rather a general con- 
trivance 
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trivance of the Philiſtines to affront him, than 
altogether a ſcheme of the father's, he voweg. 
revenge, which he ſoon executed in the fol- 
lowing manner. 
Ke By ſome means or other he had collected a 
10 multitude of foxes, to the number of three 
ö hundred, and tying them two by two toge- 
ther by the tails, and fixing a lighted torch 
between each, he turned them, at different 
1 places, into the corn fields. We may eaſily 
F ſuggeſt the deſtruction this muſt occafion over 
JF the whole country ; and the Philiſtines un- 
derſtanding that Sampſon had done this in 
revenge for the affront he had received from 
his father-in-law, they, in their reſentment, 
came in a body, fired the houſe over the old 
man's head, and ſo deſtroyed him and his x 
ſon's wife together. This was a freſh pro- F 
vocation, and Sampſon, without any further 
ceremony, fell immediately upon the rioters, 
and ſacrificed numbers of them to his fury. 
Now our hero being but too conſcious he 
muſt have highly provoked the enemy, 
thought proper to retire to a place of ſecurity 
for his reſidence, and for that purpoſe choſe 
the top of a rock, not eaſily acceſſible, be- 
longing to the tribe of Judah. Here the 
Philiſtines with an armed force demanded 
the delivery of him; and the people of Ju- 
dah fearing the conſequences of a refuſal, de- 
termined to ſeize and give him up to "_ 
ut 
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But upon his approach to the Philiſtines, who 
ran out with joy to receive him, thinking 
they had him now ſecure, he ſnapped the 


cords with which his countrymen had bound 


him, and eſpying the jaw-bone of an aſs, for 
want of a better weapon, made uſe of that to 
wreak his revenge upon the enemy; at every 
blow he dealt death around him, and, in the 
concluſion, ſent a thouſand of them headlong 
to deſtruction. . 

After this ation Sampſon began to deſpiſe 
the Philiſtines, and, without the leaſt fear, 
took up his lodgings in one of their chief ci- 


ties; of which the governors having intelli- 


gence, ſent à guard to beſet the houſe, and 


Watch the gates of the city, with an intent 


to ſeize him on his going out in the morning. 
But Sampſon informed of this, aroſe at mid- 
night, and taking the two gates of the city, 


and laying them on his ſhoulders, retired to 


his people with them, and there left them. 
But a more fatal adventure than any hi- 
therto related befel him ſoon after ; for fall- 
ing in love with a beautiful woman named 


Dalilah, he became fo infatuated with her 


charms, that he loſt all regard to his own 
ſafety; and the princes of the Philiſtines re- 
marking this his paſſion, eame and promiſed 
her an handſome ackhowledgment, if the 
could any ways engage him to diſcover the 


ſecret cauſe of his extractlinary firenptH. 


Tha She 


turned; ſo that, when ſeveral of the nobility) 
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She undertook to accompliſh it, and failed 


not to employ all the arts ſhe was miſtreſs ; 
of; but he only amuſing her with fictions, ' 
and trifling with her perplexities, ſo put her | 
beyond all bounds of patience, that in a pre- 
tended fit of tenderneſs, and flood of tears, " I 


ſhe at laſt accuſed him of want of love for 
her ; and by perpetually teazing and impor- 
tuning him, ſhe prevailed with him one da 
to tell her, which indeed was truth, that the 
cauſe of his ſtrength lay in his hair, which 
once deprived of, he ſhould be but as other 
men. | 

This was what Dalilah wanted, and tak- } 
ing advantage the next time he repoſed his. | 
head in her lap, ſhe cut off his hair, and in- 
forming the Philiſtines, they inſtantly ruſhed 4 
in upon him, bound him, and put out his 
eyes. In that ſad condition they carried him 
to Gaza, their chief city, and there putting 
him in priſon, made him work like a com 
mon ſlave. 

In proceſs of time however his hair grew 
again, and with it his former ſtrength re- 


and princes of the Philiſtines were met in a 
general aſſembly, to return thanks to their 
god Dagon for having delivered their princi- 
pal enemy into their hands; in the midſt of 
their feſtivity they ordered Sampſon to be 
brought before them, to inſult his misfor- 
12 1 8 tunes, 
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tunes, and ſport with his blindneſs. A large 
number of people were aſſembled upon this 
occaſion, and the building they were in, hay- 
ing only two pillars that ſupported the roof, 
Sampſon upon his entrance deſired the boy 
that led him, to guide him to one of them, 
under pretence of reſting himſelf. He did 
ſo, and Sampſon having by this means laid 
hold of the two main ſupporters, after a moſt 

| fervent and pious ejaculation to God, for the 

; reſtoration of his former ſtrength, he gave 
them ſo violent a ſhake, that down came the 
houſe, and with a terrible cruſh buried no 
| leſs than three thouſand perſons under its 
In ruins. And thus died our hero in the midſt 
| of his enemies, as he had deſired; and when 
1 
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his relations heard of his death, they ſent and 
took away the body, and buried it honoura- 
bly in the ſepulchre of his anceſtors. 


REFLECTION. 
' F how little uſe is ſtrength, or beauty of 
O * gt y 


| i y, when unaccompanied by wiſdom 
| | and integrity of mind! Of this truth Samp- 
| 4 fon is a remarkable inſtance, who, by his 
| own weak and imprudent conduct, not only 
| rendered the bounty of providence uſeleſs, 
but rendered the very bounty which was de- 
ORE e ſigned 
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ſigned him for a blefling, a curſe and a mis- 
fortune. Let us conſider his character in 
1wo points of view; and firſt, in the light 
ö in which God and nature deſigned it; when 
| we think of him, as the fon of rich and bo- 
norable parents, the ruler of a great and pow- 
erful nation; for he was one of the judges of 
Iſiael, and as an adopted ſon of God, deing 
a Nazarite, as the ſcripture expreſſes it, from 
his mother's womb. We are filled with ideas 
of reverence and reſpect, when we reflect on 
his wonderful {ſtrength and activity; ; when 
we look back, and ſee him conquering lions 
with his bare hands, deſtroying multitudes 
with what could ſcarce be called a weapon; 
carrying off the ponderous gates of à city on 4 
his back ; and at length, overturning a vaſt . 
ſtructure with a ſingle motion of his arm; | 
we are ſtruck with admiration and amaze. 
But let us turn to the reverſe of the medal, 
and there we ſhall find, that his rank and for- 
tune only ſeived to render him overbearing 
and inſolent; his great ſtrength, extravagant 
þ and outrageous. What mult we think of this 
man, when we hear of his marrying an idola- 
treſs woman, and then leaving her? his lov- 
ing lewd women, and diſcovering the great 
ſecret whereon his all depended to a common 
proſtitute ? His killing ſome, and maiming 
others, who perhaps had never done him any 


perſonal injuries ; ; and ſetting a whole coun- 
Vor. = 1 
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try on fire to revenge a ſuppoſed inſult ; and 
let us from hence learn the following things : 
That ſuffering is the conſequence of violence. 
diſquiet the conſequence of rage; that re- 

morſe always attends a blind ſubmiſſion to 
our paſſions z and that ſhame and death is 
the end of all. In a word, let us learn, that 
God beſtows, but he has left man to render 
his gifts ſerviceable or detrimental by his own 
conduct. | 
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N AVI D was the ſon of Jeſſe, vie 
X D 8 (about the two thouſand eight 
hundred and eightieth year of the 


x xt world, and ſomething more than 


F one thouſand one hundred and 
ſixteen years before Chriſt) at Bethlehem in 
ix Judea; and was the youngeſt of eight ſons. 


* He was in the field, keeping his father's 
1 ſheep, when Samuel, by God's ſpecial ap- 

'S pointment, came to annoint him king of 
. Iſrael, in the room of Saul; after which ce- 


tlemony, David, by the inſtuence of the di- 
f vine ſpirit, found himſelf poſſeſſed of every 
0 virtue and qualification requiſite for a prince. 


Now Saul, in the mean time, was feized with 
a diſorder, that at laſt ſeitled into a confirmed 
melancholy, frequently attended with ſymp- 
toms of dangerous phrenzy; and. 1 in this con- 
dition, being adviſed to muſic as a relief, 
David, at the inſtigation of ſome courtiers, 
was Kong y recommended as excellent in 

. that 
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that art, and as a man every other wav qua- 
lifed to engage the royal attention; and up- 
on this he was immediately ſent for to court. 
At his appearance there the king was greatly 
{truck with the beauty of his perſon ; but 
when he heard him exerciſe his {kill upon 
the harp, he was infinitely delighted, and in 
the midſt of his tranſports found himſelf en- 
tirely freed from all thoſe black and melan- 
choly thovghts that had preyed upon his 


mind. In graiitude for this delivery, Saul 


made him his armour-bearer : but David, „ 
upon the king's recovery, returned to his 


father's houſe. However an adventure of 
a very ſingular nature, and one which 
brought him into the higheſt eſteem, both 
with the king and the people, ſoon after ob- 
liged him again to quit it. 

The Philiſtines were at this time at war 
with the Iſraelites; and while both armies 
lay facing each other, a champion of a gi- 
gantic ſize advanced before the camp of the 
Philiſtines, and with great inſolence chal- 
lenged any one of the Iſraelites to ſingle com- 
bat, the iſſue of which was to decide the 
fate of the war, But all declined it, till 


David, (who happened at this time to be 


employed i in bringing proviſions to his bro- 
thers, who were then in the ſervice) obſerving 
the vain and impious boaſtings of this gi- 


IP = divine 


1 creature, and being. ſtruck with a 
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divine impulſe, and urged by the greatnefs of 
the reward, which was no leſs than the 
king's daughter in marriage, to any one that 


 ſthould kill | him, diſcovered to fome who ſtood 


next him, his inclination to accept the 
challenge. 

This ſoon reaching the king's ear, he ſent 
for him, and having earneſtly ſurveyed his 
youth, told him, with great concern in his 
countenance, that he was afraid the event 
would not anſwer his wifhes, ſeeing the im- 
menſe inequality there was between the com- 
batants, beſides the giant's being a ſoldier 


from his cradle. But David, no ways inti- 


midated, replied, he was no fr anger to feats 
equally great with killing this monſter, as = 
lion and a bear, which he had once ſlain with 
his bare hands, might teſtify ; and he truſted, 
that the ſame almighty power that aſſiſted 
him then, would not fail to ſhield and pro- | 
tect him now. 

The king, pleaſed with this gallant anſwer, 
immediately offered him his own armour ; 
but our hero, on trying it on, found it quite 
inconvenient for his purpoſe; and therefore, 
truſting to his great ſkill in uſing a Ning, he 


furniſhed himſelf with five ſmooth flones 


and advancing towards the Philiſtines, (who 
looked upon him with the utmoſt contempt 
on account of his youth} let fly one of thei 
with fuch rapidity and ſtrength, and in ſuch 
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a direction, as found a paſſage into his fore- 


head, and piercing his brain, left him a 
lifeleſs carcaſe on the ground. The conſe- 
quence of this was the entire overthrow of 
the Philiſtine army, who ſeeing their cham- 


pion ſlain, fled from their enemy with the 


utmoſt precipitation; while David, after ſe- 
vering the head from the body with Goliah's 


_ own ſword, returned in triumph to the camp. 


Being introduced to the king, he was re- 
ceived with the greateſt applauſes ; but tho' 
every one ſhewed the high ſenſe they had of 


the author of this gallant action, yet none 
expretied that entire ſatisfaction that ſeemed 


to flow from the praiſes of Jonathan the 
king's ſon, a prince of extraordinary brave- 
ry, and who was ſo taken with the conduct 
and courage of our hero, on this occaſion, 
as gave birth to a friendſhip that ended but 
with life. But after this, in the army's re- 
turn home, the women, in their ſongs of 
triumph, unluckily attributed to David, in- 
ſtead of the king, the greateſt ſhare of ap- 


plauſe, and ftirred up ſuch a commotion of 
jealouſy in Saul's breaſt, that, from that time 


he never regarded David with a gracious eye; 


nay, fo far did he carry his reſentment, that 


though he retained him. in his ſervice, he 
deprived him of the promiſed reward of his 


victory, his eldeſt daughter, and gave her in 
marriage to another. Tis true, he made up 
7 5 5 this, | 
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this, ſome time after, by giving him the princeſs 
Michal, his ſecond daughter, but upon very 
hard and dangerous conditions; and he was 
continually attempting the life of David, ei- 
ther by artifice or open force. 


While things were in this ſituation David 
received intelligence from his brother Jona- 
than of a deſign againſt his life, with advice 
to retreat from court as faſt as poſſible, till 
a reconcilement could be brought about, 
which, ſuch was Saul's malice and envy, was 
impracticable ; and David, after ſeveral nar- 


row eſcapes, was obliged to live in the na- | 
ture of an out-law, and took ſhelter at laſt. 


in a city belonging to the Philiſtines, not 
thinking himſelf ſafe in any of Saul's domi- 
nions. But being ſoon. diſcovered by the 
king of that place, he was obliged to eoun- 
terfeit madneſs, to evade the ſuſpicion of a 
ipy ; and making his eſcape to a town in Ju- 
dah, was there met by his friends and rela- 
tions, who reſenting his ill treatment, in con- 


junction with other malecontents, raiſed a 


ſmall army of about four hundred men; and 
with this handful of forces did David protect 
himſelf from the inſults of Saul, and harraſs 
the enemies of his country. 

But in particular it happened, that once 
being diſtreſſed for proviſions, and knowing 
nowhere to apply, but to a wealthy inhabitant 


of the neighbourhood he was in, named Na- 
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bal, whoſe flocks: and poſſeſſions he had been 


extremely careful to preſerve from any injury 


of his followers, he now fent to him, to de- 
fire him, in return for the civilities he had 
received, to ſend him fome proviſions for the 
refreſhment and ſupport of his army. But 


the ſurly farmer received the meſſengers with 


great rudeneſs, and with ſome opprobrious 
reflections on their maſter himſelf, diſmiſſed 
them, without granting their requeſt, which 
ungrateful uſage ſo exaſperated David, that 
he threatened the moſt bloody conſequences 


the next morning, and had certainly pt his 


defigns in execution, had it not been imme- 
diately diverted by Nabal's wife, who, in- 
formed of the affair, haſtened to the camp, 
attended by her ſervants, with proper preſents 


for the occaſion; where, by the ſoftneſs of 


her addreſs, and force of her charms, ſhe 
ſoon wrought upon David to recede from 
his intentions; and upon the death of her 
huſband, which happened ſoon after, David 
took her for his wife. + | 

In the mean time, Saul receiving intelli- 
gence where David and his little army were 
concealed, he took three thouſand men, and 
went in queſt of him; but the ſon of Jefle 
being informed where the king was en- 
camped, after going privately tq reconnoitre 


His forces, he took with him at night a 


ſingle companion, and entering the camp, 
5 e found 
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found Saul aſleep in his tent. His compa- 
nion would have gladly made uſe of this op- 
portunity to diſpatch the king ; but David 

would by no means permit him ; only the 
ſpear and cruiſe of water, that was at his 
bed's head, he bid him bring with him, that 
he might ſhew the king how much his life 
had been at his mercy ; and accordingly, 
when they got at a convenient diſtance, Da. 
vid with a loud voice upbraided the Iſraelitiſn 
general with his neglect of preſerving the 
king's life; and when Saul, upon hearing 


his voice, came out of the camp, and ſpake 


to him, he expoſtulated with him, that by 
thus expelling him from his own country, 
he forced him to converſe with infidels, and 


(as much as in him "ay, to embrace their 


religion. Whereupon Saul accuſing himſelf 
of cruelty, and applauding David's gene:oft- 
ty, confeſſed his guilt, and promiſed, for the 
future, never to make any future attempts 
upon his life. | 

But our hero, notwithſtanding theſe fpe- 
cious promiſes, dreading the inſtability of 
Saul's temper, and knowing there could be 


no ſecurity while he continued in his domi- 


nions, went over to the Philiſtines, and in- 
gratiated himſelf in ſuch a manner with their 


king, that he aſſigned him a conſiderable 


town for his habitation ; and as ſoon as he- 
was ſettled there, ſeveral of Saul's beſt oy 
| and 
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and ſoldiers came over to his party. Thus 
reinforced he made many excurſions into the 
diftant provinces of the Philiſtines, and al- 


ways returning with great booty, perſuaded 
their credulous mg they were the ſpoils of 
n 


his countrymen. ſhort, to ſuch a degree 
of confidence was he grown with this prince, 
that he propoſed taking him to the war he 
had juſt then declared againſt the Iſraelites ; 
but David artfully evaded it, and on his re- 
turn home found ſufficient employment in re- 
covering from the enemy, (who during his 
abſence had attacked his little aſſylum) all the 
plunder and priſoners they had "made them- 
ſelves maſters of. | 
Soon after this David rereivedithe news of 
the defeat of the Ifraelitiſh army, with the 
melancholy account of the deaths of Saul and 
Jonathan, who fell on that fatal day; and, 
by God's particular directions, removed with 
all his family and forces to his native coun- 
try, where, in a ſhort time, all the princes of 
Judah came to congratulate him on his fafe 
return, and to offer him the crown of their 
particular tribe; for the reſt of the people of 
Iſrael had been prevailed upon to acknowledge 
Iſhboſheth, the ſon of Saul, ſuceeſſor to the 
throne. David accepted the crown from the 
princes of his on tribe; and for two years 
there were no hoſtilities on either fide. But 
not long after this a war commenced, which 
bis o0ontinued 
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